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Our next meeting will be Monday March 2nd, 2015, 6:30PM,
Location Austin Public Library, Howson Branch, 2500 Exposition Blvd.

We look forward to seeing you! Please join us. And speaking of joining us….

Target(ing) STRs
by Cathy Kyle

Elizabeth Adams
Elizabeth Adams

Gunnar Sequist
Gunnar Sequist

What a great idea! Bedeck an
entire house with “all things Target” and
then invite everyone over. For FREE! And
I do mean everyone. This was a recent
“event” that took place in Deep Eddy with
the owner’s full knowledge and permission.
The house is a licensed short-term rental
(STR) with the City. Apparently Target
rented it out for five days to stage, hold and
then take down their event, which was a
wedding registry.
According to the website,
Brides will be able to
use their Target registry
app and click away on

all of the items they
love. Wanna know the
best part? Each bride
will receive a $25 gift
card as they enter and
another $25 gift card as
they leave. Yep, you read
that right!!
Maybe this is what the City had
in mind when it passed the STR ordinance.
www.austintexas.gov/str. While the stated
purpose of the ordinance is to regulate
“vacation rentals” of less than thirty days,
nothing in the ordinance specifically
prohibits the type of use Target had in mind
when it rented its Deep Eddy venue space.
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And heck, it’s a lot cheaper to rent a house for a few days than it
would be to reserve a space at the W. And the parking is free!
Except it wasn’t so great for the neighbors. The day
before the event, moving vans pulled up in front of the house to
unload “all things Target” as well paint the interior and exterior
of the house, set up as outdoor canopies and add extra lighting.
Notice the Target logo hanging above the scene in the photo
above, like a shining star in the East? And it wasn’t over when the
last bride collected her exit gift card — not by far. Not only was
there a huge load-out, but there were enormous piles of garbage
to contend with. To be fair, it was all taken away and cleaned
up within a couple of days, but getting there was no small feat,
and the ordeal created a significant intrusion upon the nearby
residents.
When the STR ordinance was passed, lots of folks
complained that it was one more level of bureaucracy that would
stifle the free-flowing creativity of its residents. Cynics noted
that the ordinance imposed yet more taxes (the $285 licensing
fee as well as payment of hotel taxes) to line City coffers. Many
argued that we didn’t need any regulation or inspection of
vacation rentals, and they claimed that the real impetus behind
the ordinance was larger hotel chains who feared additional
competition from websites like Airbnb or HomeAway. Whole
websites sprang up devoted to circumventing the ordinance (no.
1 tip—don’t advertise on Craigslist).
WANG was heavily involved in the passage of the
ordinance. Before the STR ordinance was adopted, any shortterm rental in a residential neighborhood was not permitted
under the City’s Land Development Code. WANG opposed the
adoption of the STR ordinance, or as an alternative, called for
more City oversight than was included in the final ordinance.
While we didn’t envision neighborhood retail outlets, we have
been concerned about commercial ventures purchasing homes
as an investment to be used only as an STR – effectively a
bed and breakfast on every residential corner. This means that
guests without ties to Austin, and particularly no ties to our
neighborhoods, would float in and out non-stop. This transient
population reduces the housing stock and means there’s one less
family to contribute to the fabric of our neighborhood. The City
Council didn’t see it our way, and they adopted an ordinance that
specifically recognizes STRs that are not owner-occupied, such
as the site of the Deep Eddy extravaganza.
The prospect of full-blown hospitality suites popping
up in our neighborhoods during SXSW, ACL and Formula 1 is
downright alarming. These festivals already turn our streets into
traffic nightmares – for several years Deep Eddy has a hotline
for reporting parking issues associated with ACL. This expanded
interpretation of an accepted and allowable use of STRs will

move entertainment venues into residential areas with an open
guest list, like Target’s. In fact, Target actually paid folks ($50/
bride) to show up and add items to their registry and provided
valet parking. Some investors have purchased all the houses on
a single cul-de-sac, opening the way for even larger commercial
group rentals. Clearly, this type of use is not what anyone at City
Hall had in mind when the STR ordinance was enacted. So, now’s
the time to let our newly elected District representative, Sherri
Gallo, know your thoughts on the subject. You can reach her at
District10@austintexas.gov. You can also weigh in with the rest
of the Council, since this is sure to be a city-wide problem.

Are you interested in MoPac South?
Planning is started for extending the variable
rate lanes from Cesar Chavez to Slaughter Lane.
The current proposal includes new flyovers at
MoPac and Cesar Chavez, and a double-decker
bridge over Lady Bird Lake.

Online Open House at
www.mopacsouth.com
beginning February 26.
Stay tuned for an open house in early March
for the central Austin neighborhoods.
Check westaustinng.com for updates.

West Austin Neighborhood Group
MINUTES FEBRUARY 2, 2015
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
These are the minutes of the meeting of the West
Austin Neighborhood Group Board of Directors (the
“Board”) held Monday, February 2, 2015 at the Howson
Public Library.

I.

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Board
President Cathy Kyle with the following board
members in attendance: August Harris, George
Edward, Joe Bennett, Mary Arnold, Gunnar
Seaquist, Joyce Basciano, Blake Tollett, Mike
Cannatti, and Elizabeth Adams. Haidar Khazen
was not present. Visitors: Brad Sprague, Ryan
Williams, Sheila Fleming, West Austin News, Hon.
Sherri Gallo, Austin City Council Place 6.

II.

Approval of Minutes:
The minutes from the January meeting were
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B. Introduction to Councilwoman Gallo:
Members of the Board were introduced to Sherri
Gallo, Austin City Council, Place 6. Boardmember Cannatti provided Councilwoman
Gallo with a copy of a 2008 survey relating to
the 2008 McMansion ordinance. Cannati and
Edward informed the Councilwoman that some
of the main concerns of the neighborhood were
tear downs for new construction, break-ins in
the area, and traffic congestion.
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unanimously approved.

III.

Neighborhood Communications:
Eagle Scout Project: Brad Sprague, an adult
volunteer with Boy Scout Troop 3 introduced
Ryan Williams, a member of Troop 3 who was
seeking the Board’s support for a service project,
which is a requirement of attaining Eagle Scout
status. For his project, Mr. Williams has proposed
to build a “Gaga-ball” pit at Reed Park. A Gagaball pit is an octagonal, wooden enclosure that is
approximately 3 feet high and 16 feet in diameter.
Gaga-ball is similar to hand-ball and is played
with a ball similar to a kickball. Seaquist made
a motion that the Board express its support for
Mr. Williams’ project. Board-member Tollett
proposed an amendment that the motion to support
be conditioned on approval by the Friends of
Reed Park organization and the Austin Parks
Department. The motion, as amended, was
seconded and passed unanimously.
IV

C. 714 Upson: New construction on an undersized
lot. The lot is 5,587 square feet, just under the
minimum legal lot size of 5,750 square feet,
and the planned development is for a twostory home with up to 2,297 square feet (.411
FAR). There has not been an RDCC ruling, but
the builder is working under a valid building
permit, although the project recently failed a
building inspection. Tollett is going to meet
with the city’s intake staff for clarification.
D. 514 Deep Eddy - Short Term Rental: Boardmember Bennett informed the Board that
neighbors had complained that 514 Upton was
being operated as a short term rental and that at
least one commercial event had been held at the
address. It appears that the Target corporation
held a bridal fair on a weekend night. The event
had valet parking attendants who parked cars
along the entire street, causing congestion and
occupying neighbor parking. Councilwoman
Gallo requested that the Board provide a report
to her office, and the Board agreed.

Land Matters:

A. Site Development at 3215 Exposition: The
owner of 3215 Exposition Blvd. has finally
submitted a site development plan, however
the plan does not conform with the City
ordinance adopted following negotiations
between the neighborhood and the developer.
Councilwoman Gallo volunteered her belief
that that it was essential for the neighborhood
to stay involved in development projects
throughout the zoning and subdivision process
and giving the neighborhood a majority voice
through surveys and other means of input. The
Board noted that the neighborhood has had a
unified voice as to this project, as was evidenced
by a petition that had over 600 signatures. The
Board also discussed that the failure to adhere
to the zoning for the site and the agreement
with the neighborhood needlessly ties up time
of city staff. Board-member Tollett expressed
the opinion that the Board was not opposed to
density, but that such development was more
appropriate closer to the MoPac and that SF6
zoning at 3215 Exposition is an appropriate
transition between the neighborhood and denser
development.
West Austin Neighborhood Group

V

Transportation:

Board-member Harris stated that the Mopac
project had been delayed until the end of 2015
because the city encountered bedrock and existing
water mains. Harris did not know when the
sound walls would be installed throughout the
neighborhood, but informs that some footings
have already been poured. The sound walls
will not go up uniformly but in non-contiguous
sections.
Board-member Tollett further informed the
Board that the city had begun construction of
the sidewalk along the west side of Enfield Lane
between O’Henry and Bonnie Lane.
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one member of city staff and 3-4 outside members.
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VI.

Membership:

IX.

The West Austin Neighborhood Group currently has
107 households. Board-member Bennett cautioned
the Board that some of the Board’s mailers had
incorrectly reflected that some memberships had
expired when, in fact, they had not.
VII.

Current balance in the WANG checking account
is $13,452.78. Current balance in the WANG oak
wilt account is $1,206.16.
X.

Newsletter:

New Business:

A. ANC Renewal: It is time to renew the Board’s
membership on the Austin Neighborhood
Council, which requires a renewal fee of
$50.00. Board-member Cannati moved to
renew the Board’s membership and Boardmember Basciano seconded that motion, which
carried unanimously.

A. Submissions for the Annual Newsletter are due
by February 12, 2015.
B. Board-member Adams suggested including a
story regarding the Target commercial event at
514 Deep Eddy.
C. Councilwoman Gallo stated that the city
was going to develop its website to include
neighborhood information and links to
neighborhood organizations.

B. Council Member Remarks: Newly-elected
Councilwoman, Sherri Gallo, addressed the
Board and stated that she had been given
the budget to hire three staff members in her
district office. Gallo has hired Tina Cannon,
Taylor Smith, and Susie Chase Brown. The
Board unanimously approved a motion to make
Councilwoman Gallo an honorary member of
the Board.

VIII. ANC Liason Report:
Code Next: The Citizens’ Advisory Group (CAG)
has been organized into three working group
subcommittees: 1) affordability, 2) infill, compact,
and missing middle housing, and 3) obstacles for
small business. Board-member Basciano told the
Board that one problem in the code development
process is that no one is defining the specific terms
being used. For example, what does it mean to
be “compact?” To some, compact means density,
whereas to others it indicates the presences of
various amenities. This failure to define essential
terms leads to confusion and a lack of clarity in the
process. Jeff Jack is sponsoring a resolution before
the CAG that would create zoning categories
that replicate existing neighborhood plans.
Jack is seeking support from the neighborhood
associations.

XII.

Adjourn:
Board President Kyle adjourned the meeting.

West Austin Neighborhood Group
MINUTES JANUARY 5, 2015 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS MEETING
These are the minutes of the meeting of the West
Austin Neighborhood Group Board of Directors (the
“Board”) held Monday, January 5, 2015 at the Howson
Library.

Councilwoman Gallo addressed the Board and
informed Board members that the city council
would be conducting a series of “deep dive”
panels on various policy issues. The first of such
meetings is scheduled for February 5, 2015 and
the topic is Code Next. These meetings are meant
as informational sessions for the new council and
will include input not just from city staff, but from
other cities, business, and community voices. The
purpose of the meetings is for the council to hear
different ideas for addressing issues facing the city.
The Deep Dive panels will typically be made up of
West Austin Neighborhood Group

Treasurer’s Report:

I. Call to Order: The meeting was called to
order by Board President Cathy Kyle at 6:37 p.m.
with the following Board Members in attendance:
August Harris, George Edwards, Mary Arnold,
Blake Tollett, Mike Cannatti, Joe Bennett, and
Elizabeth Adams. Board Members Haidar
Khazen, Gunnar Seaquist, and Joyce Basciano
were not present.
II. Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the
December 1, 2014 meeting were unanimously
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comments and questions already submitted by the
neighbors, WANG would send a letter reminding
the city of the need to respect deed restrictions.

approved.
III. Neighborhood Communications:

IV. Land Matters:

A.
Problems with Skunks and Raccoons:
Lauren and Mark Shepherd discussed their
concerns about having skunks and raccoons in
their backyard, which abuts the Austin State
Assisted Living Facility (previously Austin State
School) property. They have talked to their
neighbor, who feeds the skunks and raccoons,
and have used an exterminator to help keep the
animals out from under their home, or in their
attic. The city has been contacted as well, and
there are city ordinances prohibiting feeding
deer, but apparently none to prohibit feeding
of raccoons and skunks. The Shepherds are
concerned about the possibility of rabies, as well
as the problems should a pet or child be sprayed
by a skunk. Their neighbor has apparently
been feeding the animals for a number of years,
i.e., since before the Shepherds moved in their
home. The Shepherd would like to have help
from WANG in pointing out that it is not good
for people to feed wild animals such as skunks
and raccoons in urban areas where the animals
can spread dangerous diseases and might bite
children. After a great deal of discussion, it was
suggested that the Shepherds talk to other nearby
neighbors and get their support for not feeding
wild animals in this area, and to let WANG
know if other of their neighbors agree. If so,
WANG would be willing to write a letter.

A.
Demolition Permits/Dec 15, 2014 HLC
meeting
1.
3201 Bowman
2.
2500 Galewood Pl
3.
3310 Windsor Rd.

These items were all in the Pemberton
area. Noone knew how they had been handled
by the Historic Landmark Commission. August
Harris offered to check to see what the Historic
Landmark Commission had recommended on
these items.
August also reported an illegal demolition on
29th street near Harris Ave. and Jefferson, where
a permit had been granted for a garage only to
be removed. Yet the owner had decided that
the entire house should be demolished, which
was done without an approved demolition
permit. This has been reported to the city, and
by city ordinance, a $2,000 per day fine could be
levied. Levying a significant fine for an illegal
demolition would help deter such actions especially in areas, such as Pemberton, that have
been designated as National Register districts.
B.
Request for pedestrian light at Exposition
& 10th St

Blake Tollett reviewed the status of the request
for a pedestrian activated light at the bus stop
on Exposition, across from O Henry Middle
School. Once the sidewalk on the golf course
side of Exposition is completed, Blake will
again approach the city about this. He has been
communicating with O Henry about the sidewalk
and the possible light. With all the demolitions
in the WANG area, he is hoping that there will be
additional funds coming into the Sidewalk Fund
that could be used to complete the sidewalk along
Exposition on the north side of Enfield, up to
Bridle Path, which would include an area where
a young woman was hit and killed by a car about
two years ago.

B.
2300 Enfield Road: An application
for administrative approval of an apartment
development at this site is opposed by several
neighbors, who have emailed WANG about
their concerns, and have submitted letters to
the City requesting to be listed as “interested
parties”. The proposal does not respect a 75 ft.
setback that is called for in deed restrictions,
but does have MF zoning. Holly Reed has
pointed out portions of the adopted Central
West Austin Combined Neighborhood Plan,
adopted in 2010, that support her position, such
as a recommendation that affordable units be
preserved in the case of redevelopment. There
is a heritage tree on the site, and the application
includes a request that the requirement for onsite detention of stormwater by waived. Cathy
Kyle said that, in addition to the excellent
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It was reported that the “fee in lieu” payment
being charged by the city may be on the “low”
Page 5

March, 2015

WANG Minutes, continued from page 5

reported that ANC will be holding its first meeting of the
year soon. George Edwards will expect an e-mail from
ANC about paying WANG’s dues to ANC.

side -- i.e. cheaper than pouring a new 4 ft.
sidewalk, as required. Former WANG board
member Ken Pfluger was responsible for getting
a Sidewalk Fund set up instead of having
“orphan” pieces of sidewalk constructed in areas
that did not have connecting sidewalks.

X. Treasurer’s Report:
George Edwards reported that the newsletter and
all expenses of the annual meeting have been paid, and
that the checking account balance is $12,347.78. The
Oak Wilt account remains at $1206.16, for a total of
both accounts being $13,553.94.

V. Transportation
August Harris reported that pouring of
footing for sound walls along MoPac has begun.
North of 2222, where there is more right-ofway, MoPac will be widened, but not south of
2222, due to ROW limitations. Boring for the
underpass that will connect the new managed
lanes to 5th Street is continuing.

XI. Old Business:
With regard to the Pressler Street extension,
August Harris offered to check with the Austin High
group following this issue and report back.

VI. Membership:

August Harris gave an update on the Bull Creek Road
tract, for which a bid of $48 million has been submitted.
The group that submitted that highest bid has until
February 18 to go firm on that bid. One firm, Milestone,
that is part of that group, has been putting houses on
lots in the WANG area. Any development on the Bull
Creek tract will need to be closely monitored.

Joe Bennett has been sending e-mail
notifications to those members who need to renew.
Haidar and George are still working on ways to adjust
the WANG website to accept payments for membership
-- without having to agree to automatic renewals.
Perhaps a renewal for 2 to 5 years might be an option.
Membership numbers are down, due to the change
of having all memberships end at the same time. Joe
requested funds to send cards to those who need to
renew. On a motion by Mike Cannatti, seconded by
August Harris, $200 was approved for this purpose.

XII.

A. Trowel & Error 2015 sponsorship request
- Blake Tollett reported that Mayfield would
like a $250 sponsorship from WANG as in
previous years. On a motion by August Harris,
seconded by Joe Bennett, the $250 sponsorship
for Mayfield Park’s 2015 Trowel & Error event
was approved, with Blake abstaining, since he is
a board member of Friends of Mayfield Park.

Joe is pleased at the increase in the number of
memberships at the higher contributing levels. He is
also re-designing the membership form to be sure that
there is a date on the form. This will make it easier to
update the membership data when payments are made.

B.
Invasive Species resolution Matthew Wise is an Austin resident interested
in educating the public about the desirability
of removing invasive species from local
landscaping. He reported on the city’s efforts
to remove certain invasive species from such
areas as around Lady Bird Lake, as well as
recommendations about invasive species from
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildfire Center.The
board appreciated the information, and would
like to review the proposed resolution and other
web-based information that Matthew pointed
out, and discuss homeowner education next
month. Chinaberry trees and Ligustrum were
mentioned as examples of noxious, invasive

The board thanked Joe for all his work on
WANG membership!
VII. Newsletter:
Items for the newsletter are due to Haidar by
January 15. Cathy Kyle will write an article about the
proposed closure of the Austin State Supported Living
Center. She attended a meeting, and learned about the
negative impacts closure would mean to certain longterm residents of the center and their parents.
IX. ANC Liaison Report:
In the absence of Joyce Basciano, August Harris
West Austin Neighborhood Group

New Business:
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plants in our area.

finding the infestation is not always so simple. Begin
with the oldest food items, usually in the back of the
pantry. Inspect everything, including unopened food
items since these can also be a source. If you find an
infested item, do not stop your inspection, more than
one item may be infested.
Throw away infested items. If you don’t feel
that you can throw away food, place the infested food
in a ziptop plastic bag and place it in the freezer for
about 5-7 days or spread the infested food item on a
baking sheet and bake at 250 degrees for 4-6 hours to
kill any insects. Once all the insects are dead, you can
sift the food item or pick out the insects. Of course,
you can always just leave the insects in the food and
get a little more protein with your meal!

C.
Joe Bennett reported on a recent
demolition on a lot on Upson that is only 5587
sq. ft. -- i.e. smaller than the minimum 5750 sq.
ft. He is concerned about the permitting of a 3
story house on the lot with 3788 sq. ft., which
seems to be bigger than what city regulations
would allow. Blake will check.
D.
The first District 10 Council
Member, Sherri Gallo, will be sworn in with the
new Mayor and other 9 Council members under
the first 10-1 Council on Tuesday, January 6,
2015. Mary Arnold suggested that Cathy Kyle
send a note of congratulation to her, invite
her to attend one of our board meetings, and
perhaps mention some of the concerns that were
brought to the board at this meeting, such as
the problems of skunks and raccoons and the
feeding of such wild animals in urban areas,
illegal demolitions, and dangers of invasive
species.
XIII. Adjourn: Board President Kyle
adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
- Minutes prepared by Mary Arnold in the
absence of Secretary Gunnar Seaquist.

It is extremely important to find the source, and
not all pantry pest infestations come from the pantry.
Check rooms for items such as dried, decorative
peppers, dried flowers, potpourri or rice heating packs.

Indianmeal moths
Indianmeal moths can be found in
dogfood, birdseed, cereals, dried fruit, nuts,
powdered milk and candy. Adults are small
with grayish wings tipped in copper. Larvae
are creamy yellow to yellow-green to pink and
often crawl along pantry walls. Spun pupal cases
are often found along corners and edges of wall
areas.
To eliminate a pantry pest problem, the
first step is to locate and remove all infested
items. Removing infested items is the easy part;
West Austin Neighborhood Group

For more information or help with identification,
contact Wizzie Brown, Texas AgriLife Extension
Service Program Specialist at 512.854.9600. Check
out my blog at www.urban-ipm.blogspot.com
The information given herein is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial
products or trade names is made with the understanding
that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Texas AgriLife Extension
Service or the Texas AgriLife Research is implied.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race,
color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
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