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Wow! The weather has cooled off, big
wins over OU and Colorado now makes the
Horns (6-0) and undefeated (at press time), and
last, but of course not least, our Annual
Meeting went off without a hitch. The Annual
was held on Saturday, October 1st over at
Eilers Park next to Deep Eddy Pool. If you didn’t make it to the annual and haven’t been by
there lately, I believe the pool is still open. You
might go by and check it out while the water’s
still warm.
The theme at this year’s annual meeting was
“Support your Parks,” and a big thanks goes out
to all of the folks who presented and attended
the meeting, including all of the “friends of”
the various parks, the Austin Park’s Foundation,
and The Trails Foundation. A special thank you
is deserved by our Vice-President, Gwen
Jewiss, who organized our meeting. Thanks,
Gwen!
With the Annual Meeting comes the close
of last year’s WANG term and the beginning of
our new term. Last year was great. Many of
our board members deserve special mention.
The Executive Committee was busy all year
long with numerous zoning cases and Blake
Tollett did a tremendous job at the helm of this
committee. Our neighborhood has been under
lots of development pressures and Blake has
been very successful in leveling the playing
field for our neighbors. Mike Cannatti has
been hard at work keeping our web-site up-todate and he, too, has been working on various
links on our web page to bring together
resources concerning development in the
neighborhood. Mike Falk, Hal Katz and Jim
Girardeau have been busy on the infrastructure
committee and even obtained a grant from the
Austin Parks Foundation. August “Happy”
Harris has been busy with his duties as the
Secretary of WANG and organized the 2005
Transportation Summit at Casis Elementary
School earlier this year. At the Summit, neighbors learned about the various organizations
and plans regarding Austin’s transportation system.
Selina Serna has been busy with her
duties as Treasurer and, in addition, she has
continued to work hard on issues pertaining to
Joyce
sidewalks in our neighborhood.
Basciano and Susan Pascoe have each stayed
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involved with City politics and all of the issues
impacting our neighborhood. Susan serves a
dual role as president of the Austin
Neighborhood Council or “ANC” and Joyce
has recently been named the president of
MoNAC, or the MoPac Neighborhood
Association’s Coalition. Ken Pfluger has been
busy cranking out WANG’s monthly newsletter. Thanks, Ken! Joe Bennett has been working on issues relating to historic district, neighborhood preservation, and architectural issues.
We continue to expect that the issues will be
extremely important over the next term. Dr.
George Edwards has been busy with issues
relating to the Good Sheppard Episcopal
Church development and is expected to be
busy with similar issues during the upcoming
term. Our newest board member, Kathy Keig,
has made a great addition to the committee.
Thanks to the Executive Committee and our
neighbors for making this a great past year.
McMansions , McMansions
It seems like every day when I drive home
there is another 1940’s or 1950’s home that is
being bulldozed to make way for these cheap,
large-scale, multi-family structures, or socalled “McMansions.” The fabric of our neighborhood is coming under extreme development pressures. Speculators in Austin are bidding up neighborhood property for the sole
purpose of scraping the existing structures and
maximizing density. These structures are not in
keeping with the neighborhood. We fear that
if we do not act now, many (if not most) of the
1940's and 1950's homes that we all love, will
be replaced in the next 5 to 10 years with these
large homes. WANG has recently asked the
City for a moratorium on the issuance of new
building permits in some of the areas of our
neighborhood based on existing impervious
cover ordinances. If you have a position on
this issue, please let me know. To have an
effective voice at the City / County / State levels, we need to ensure that our membership is
strong. Please ensure that your membership is
up to date and sign up as many neighbors as
you can. Our web-site has lots of information
on how you can help. In the coming months,
I expect that WANG will take steps to help
curb this trend. If you have a position on this
issue, please let me know.
ecary@mjtpc.com
(512) 478-1075
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West Austin Neighborhood Group
Be sure to visit our website at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang!

Minutes of Annual Social
Saturday, October 1, 2005, 11:00 AM
Eilers Park
Chair:

Erik Cary, President

Attending: Basciano, Bennett, Cannatti,
Edwards, Falk, Harris, Jewiss, Pascoe, Pfluger,
Serna, Tollett
Cary called the meeting to order and
introduced the members of the Executive
Committee to the audience.
He then
thanked Gwen Jewiss for chairing the Social
and all the folks who helped make the event
a success.
Election of Board: Cary announced the
slate of members for election to include Joyce
Basciano, Joe Bennett, Mike Cannatti, Erik
Cary (President), George Edwards, Mike Falk,
Jim Girardeau, Happy Harris (Secretary),
Gwen Jewiss (President Elect), Hal Katz,
Kathy Kieg, Susan Pascoe, Ken Pfluger, Selina
Serna (Treasurer), and Blake Tollett. The
Motion was made and second with those in
attendance and voting, the slate was elected
24 -0.
Cary spoke briefly about the year’s highlights and about this year’s primary focus on
our neighborhood parks. He then introduced
Gwen Jewiss to host the day’s program as
Chair of the Social.
Neighbor Presentations:
1. Friends of Reed Park: Louise Iscoe
spoke about the status of the park. The chain
link fence put up by the city will be in place
for 7 to 8 months while water and wastewater
lines are upgraded through the park. She
hopes that the work will be completed in
time for next year’s swimming season. Mary
Arnold and Sara Marler have been working
with the contractors to minimize the impact
on the park. Once the work is completed,
Friends of Reed Park will need volunteers in
the spring to help restore the park.
2. Deep Eddy Bathhouse Restoration:
Blake Tollett gave tours of the bathhouse
throughout the morning. Leon Barish spoke
about the ongoing restoration of the bathhouse at Deep Eddy. To date, they have
raised approximately $600,000 of the projected $925,000 needed including a
$250,000 grant from the City of Austin. Work
on the roof was completed this spring.
Approximately 400 to 500 folks attended the
ceremony. They have 2 primary fundraising
events, a school’s out celebration and a backto-school function. Volunteers and donations
are still needed. He urged neighbors to go
to www.deepeddy.org for more information.
He added that Deep Eddy will remain open
until the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

The Neighbor

3. Westenfield Park: Ken Pfluger reported that though not very active lately, Friends
of Westenfield Park has in the past worked on
tree planting and keeping check on the status
of the pool which has an ongoing maintenance problem and remains on the ciy’s list
of pools that may be closed some day.
Currently the play pavillion and restrooms
that were torn down are being rebuilt and
should be finished early next year. Ken asked
anyone interested in helping with Friends of
Westenfield to contact him.

7. Coyotes: Jennifer Johnson spoke about
recent coyote sightings in West Austin. She
started researching the subject when she and
her husband lost their cat and she started
noticing all the signs for missing pets in
Tarrytown. Travis County has a biologist
committed to the coyote issue but they rely
on our reports through 311 to sightings in
order to act. There have been a number of
sightings of coyotes in Tarrytown. She is
arranging for a speaker to address WANG at
an upcoming meeting.

4. Central Texas Trail Tamers:
Linda
Degroot informed the audience about
Central Texas Trail Tamers. Headquartered in
Austin, they go all over Texas and have
worked on projects throughout the U.S. In
the local area, they have worked on the
Barton Creek Trail, Walnut Creek Trail,
Hamilton Pool etc. She reiterated that trails
are important to our health and relaxation.
She said that local projects are typically one
day while multiple day projects such as the
Continental Divide Trail will involve campouts in the parks. The park services provide
free admission to volunteers and sometimes
even help cook for the crew. They are in
search of additional volunteers for larger
projects as well as local ones.

8. Impervious Cover:
Ann Palmer
spoke about impervious cover and the construction of large houses in our neighborhoods. She is concerned that the City neglects to enforce its own ordinances. She
brought a map showing areas of West Austin
that are in watersheds and should be limited
to 30% impervious cover, which is below the
45% norm for the remainder of the neighborhood. She wants to encourage neighbors to
be aware of this and get involved adding that
WANG needs more volunteers.

Brian
5. Austin Parks Foundation:
Orendorf spoke about the need to mobilize
volunteers for all community parks. They are
currently working on the Shoal Creek Trail,
which was identified by Austinites as the
most important and most beloved trail within
APF’s purview. They have scheduled 6 work
days for the section north of 24th Street. They
are currently resurfacing the trail and need
volunteers to help. Over the next year, they
will schedule 30 workdays and all are invited
to participate.
6.Town Lake Trail: Griffin Davis spoke
about the Town Lake Trail Foundation established in 2003 to support and improve the
Town Lake Trail. Just like the Shoal Creek
Hike and Bike Trail, the Town Lake Trail is
getting “loved” to death. Aside from recreational uses, it is also a primary recruiting
tool. Numerous projects are underway.
Currently, the Healthy Trees for the Trail program is eliminating non-native and invasive
species as well as destructive vine growth
from the trail. The Foundation is also focusing on having a comprehensive woodlands
management program in place. Another initiative underway is the Adopt a Garden
Program, in it’s second year. Garden sponsors are required to plant as well as maintain
their plots. The Foundation has 2 or 3 big
projects a year with workdays available and
always is in need of volunteers as well as
funding.
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9. Tree Protection: Sylvia Bernini spoke
about the City’s failure to protect trees and
the canopy that they provide, particularly in
West Austin. She encouraged neighbors to
attend council meetings. She also urged
folks to get the Council to reduce the diameter of protected trees from 59 inches to as little as 30 inches observing that 30 inches still
represents a major tree that took decades to
grow. She added that permits to take trees
and penalties for trees that have been felled
are far too cheap to serve as a deterrent.
Currently, there is very little enforcement of
tree ordinances. She closed by noting that
trees can take 5 years to die when the root
systems have been damaged by construction
and that protection on worksites has been
woefully inadequate.
Adjournment: There being no further
business, Jewiss adjourned the meeting.

Minutes of Monthly Meeting
Monday, October 3, 2005, 7:00 PM
Howson Branch Library
Chair: Gwen Jewiss, President Elect
Attending: Basciano, Bennett, Cannatti,
Edwards, Harris, Jewiss, Pascoe, Pfluger,
Serna, Tollett
Guests and Visitors: Spencer Nutting,
Sara Madera
Jewiss called the meeting to order.
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Neighbor Presentations:
1. Coyotes: John Young with Texas
Parks and Wildlife spoke on coyotes in
response to neighborhood requests for information due to recent sightings. Young provided some general information on coyotes
with an accompanying slide show. While a
female coyote may only have one litter a
year, there can be as many as 12 pups in the
litter. They will grow as large as 30 to 45
pounds and can be 4 feet in length. They are
recognizable by their ears, which point up,
and a white facial feature around their
mouths. They have paw prints that are typically 1.5 inches by 2 inches. Coyotes have a
territory of 2 to 3 square miles but may venture as much as 5 miles often traveling at
night. They are most active from dawn to
dusk. Interestingly, Young noted that coyotes
are not strictly carnivores although they eat
small animals and rodents. They will eat seasonal plants, fruits and berries as well.
Although instances of human attack are
extraordinarily rare, infants and small children are most at risk.
Young went on to discuss the methods that
are available for control and eradication
including trapping and shooting. The Texas
Parks and Wildlife may be responsible for
control but they do not relocate coyotes.
While it is a lethal process, they do use
humane methods when possible. Trapping is
typically only a 2 year solution and doesn’t
permanently eradicate the population. He
urged neighbors not to leave sources of food
and water available, to pick fruits and vegetables, secure garbage, not to allow pets to
roam free particularly between dawn and
dusk, and to eliminate potential hiding areas
such as low hanging branches. If confronted
by coyotes, the preferred method for neighbors is to make as much loud noise as possible.
Ina brief Q&A period, Young said that
TPWD cannot come on landowners’ property to trap or capture without the owners’ permission. The service is free to counties in
Texas but they must be an active partner in
the TPWD program. Until recently, Travis
County was not but has entered into an
agreement.
2. Ballot Amendment 2:
Spencer
Nutting spoke about the impact of this
Constitutional Amendment to be voted on in
the upcoming November election. He has
been doing a documentary on the issues surrounding the Amendment from a non-partisan perspective. According to Nutting, there
are broader legal and contractual implications beyond same-sex marriage that this
would impact. He wants the community to
be educated on the issues and will submit a
piece for inclusion in the newsletter.
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3. Heritage Society Tape: Due to the
length of the other presentations, they
Heritage Society Awards tape with the
keynote address by Mayor Joe Riley of
Charleston South Carolina. Mayor Riley discusses among other things the fabric of community and the importance of public spaces
and parks. Harris called this a “must see” for
neighbors and Austinites alike.

appeared that some changes had taken place
and he needed clarification prior to a vote on
the matter. It was agreed that ExComm
would vote electronically on this item.

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of the
September meeting were approved unanimously. The minutes of the Annual Social
were not yet available.

Treasurers Report: Treasurer Serna submitted her report via email for inclusion in the
minutes. There is $681.63 in Checking,
$3,143.53 in Savings, $1,197.64 in the Oak
Wilt Fund and there are 274 paid members.

New Business:
It was discussed and
decided that WANG would not release
names and contact information of members
for publication or solicitation.

Committee Reports:
1. Communications: Jewiss
spoke
about the Social October 1 at Eilers Park. The
need to recruit and retain new members was
paramount. Cannatti suggested, at his wife’s
behest, changing the signage to a more
friendly “Neighborhood Social.” Bennett
suggested changing signage as well to something that was more attention-grabbing.
Getting neighbors involved was also discussed. Cannatti suggested setting up committees to work on local historic districts.

Adjournment:
There being no further
business, Jewiss adjourned the meeting.

BECOME A MEMBER
Make checks payable to WANG and mail to:
WANG
P.O. Box 5722 • Austin, TX 78763-5722

❏ Yes, I want to join WANG.
❏ I want to renew my WANG membership.

2. Liaison: Basciano reported as the
incoming president of MONAC. Their next
meeting is to be held October 18th at Harris
Bell Hall, Westminster Manor at 6:30 pm.
John Kelly and Karen Savage, consultants for
the Loop 1 (MoPac) Study from JMDM Harris,
are to be the guest speakers.

I have enclosed:
❏ $20 household membership
❏ $10 student/senior membership
Date _________________________________

3. Zoning:

Name ________________________________
A. C15-05-094 - 3300 Gilbert Street:
Owner: Adam Zarafshani; Agent: Jim
Bennett.
There are 2 variance requests, a primary and
a fallback. Tollett recommended that we
continue our opposition to both. There is no
support from the neighbors for any variance.
The lots are no longer commonly owned.
Cannatti motioned that we oppose both variance requests. After Pfluger seconded with
no further comment, the vote was unanimous
11-0 to oppose both variance requests.
B. C10V-05-01 – 701 Newman:
Purchasers: Joe Draker
and Tracy Connelly;
Tollett has not heard
anything from the parties
and will follow up. He
will visit with Karen
Gross in Councilman
office.
McCracken’s
C. Parking Ordinance:
Cannatti spoke on the
pending council vote on
the changes to the City’s
parking ordinance – particularly as it pertained
to parking in the yard. It
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Address ________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone
___________________Fax________________
Email_________________________________
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