Join WANG
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❏ Yes, I want to join WANG.
❏ I want to renew my WANG
membership.

P.O. Box 5722 • Austin, Texas 78763-5722

I have enclosed:
❏ $20 household membership
❏ $10 student/senior membership
Date

President’s Message
Organized 1973

“To preserve our neighborhood
and protect it from deterioration.”
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BOARD

OF

DIRECTORS

Gwen Jewiss
President

Phone

August “Happy” Harris III
President-Elect

Fax
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Make checks payable to WANG and mail to:
WANG
P.O. Box 5722
Austin, TX 78763-5722

Michael Falk
Treasurer
Michael Cannatti
Secretary
Blake Tollett
Assistant Secretary
Eric Cary
Past-President
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chris Alguire
Mary Arnold
Joyce Basciano
Joseph Bennett
George Edwards
Anne Keene
Ken Pfluger
Susan Pascoe

at 7PM at the Howson Branch Library.
We meet on the first Monday of the month

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
ALL ARE WELCOME
Please Check Mailing Label for Renewal Date

HONORARY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Sinclair Black
Hon. Lloyd Doggett
Hon. Will Wynn

Background Photo of Lime Kiln #PICA24140,
Austin History Center, Austin Public Library

By Gwen Jewiss
Now that we’ve all ‘sprung forward’
on this leap year, it’s time for some
spring cleaning – Austin style.
Get your work gloves, waders and
bug spray ready for the annual “It’s
My Park Day” on Saturday, April 12,
2008, sponsored by the Austin Parks
Foundation. There are a number of
events taking place in our WANG
area including work on the landscape
and play space at Eilers Park near
Deep Eddy Pool. Other events are
taking place at the Red Bud Isle Dog
Park, along the pedestrian bridge
along the Town Lake Trail under
MoPac, and at Mayfield Park. All of
the details and sign-up can be found
at www.austinparks.org. Join in to
make our neighborhood parks a better place!
To help keep our neighborhood clear
of unwanted activity, please join a new
Yahoo Group, http://groups.yahoo.com
group/West_Austin_Crime_Reports.
This group was set up by concerned
neighbors in response to incidences
of criminal activity in our neighborhoods. There was an identified need
to track events and quickly notify
neighbors of recent events and suspicious activity. Please participate!
The last of my ‘cleaning tasks’ has to
do with the Central West Austin
Neighborhood Planning Mid-Process
Review which takes place on April
26th at Austin State School. It will be
in the NEOS Building at the school
from 9 AM-1 PM. There have been
many different topics covered in the
past seven or eight months. We’ve all
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learned a lot about how we really feel
about some issues that are near and
dear to each of us. After this MidProcess session the discussions will
move in a different direction and
focus more on zoning and land use.
This meeting offers the opportunity to
review, reflect, revisit, or revise the
various draft chapters produced from
the efforts to date. So whether you’ve
been in the thick of it or holding back
– now is the time to step up!
Thanks for being part of WANG.

March Meeting Minutes
Minutes of the WANG Board meeting
of Monday, March 3, 2008
Prepared by Mary Arnold in the
absence of Secretary Mike Cannatti
The West Austin Neighborhood Group
Board of Directors met on Monday,
March 3, 2008 at the Howson Library
for their regular monthly meeting.
Board members in attendance were
Chris Alguire, Mary Arnold, Joe
Bennett, Joyce Baciano, August W.
Harris III, Gwen Jewiss, Ken Pfluger,
and Blake Tollett. Mike Falk came in
late, and Mike Cannatti toward the end
of the meeting.
Chair Gwen Jewiss called the meeting
to order at 7 p.m.
The Minutes of the February meeting
were approved on a motion of Ken
Pfluger, seconded by Joyce Basciano.
Gwen introduced the guest speaker,
Stevie Greathouse, Senior Planner for
CAMPO, the Metropolitan Planning
Organization for the counties of Travis,

Be sure to visit our website at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang!
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Williamson and Hays. Stevie provided a handout about the CAMPO
Mobility 2030 Plan. She led us
through the handout, and told us
about the regional transportation
planning and its relationship to federal funding for transportation projects
in the CAMPO area. The 25 year
Mobility Plan is up-dated each five
years. A schedule has been developed for the development of the
2035 plan, beginning in September
2008 and going to June 2010.
Of particular interest to WANG are
any plans for the Major Arterials in
our area. Stevie told us that there
were no Regional projects planned for
35th Street, Windsor, Exposition or
Enfield. There are some minor
improvements indicated for Lake
Austin Blvd. between Red Bud Trail
and Enfield, but no funding identified.
With regard to a Commuter Rail possible station at 35th and Mopac,
Stevie explained that one goal for the
commuter rail planners is to plan
stops in areas that will increase ridership for the commuter rail. According
to her information, the station locations are not final, and earliest completion date is anticipated in 2012.
She did indicate that preliminary discussions included the development of
a transit oriented development (TOD)
around the 35th Street station as officials were looking to that as a method
of funding the project.
There
were
no
Neighbor
Communications except for those
present for several of the Land Use
cases.
Blake Tollett presented the Land Use
Report. Under Zoning, the following
were discussed:
1) 3215 Exposition (Elm Terrace) –
This is the property adjacent to the
Austin State School that was auctioned off as “surplus property” to a
private buyer. At the February 28
Council meeting, 2nd reading of a
zoning ordinance was adopted for
SF-6 with a limit of 20 units, and with
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added provisions related to sidewalks
and vegetative buffers along
Exposition, and 2-story limits for the
units facing Exposition. Some details
are still to be worked out, and staff
will be preparing a 3rd reading ordinance, but it is not known when it
will come back to Council. The
neighbors have worked diligently
with council members and staff, and
have compromised their original
position, but are pleased with getting
the additional limits to the SF-6 zoning rather than having the MF zoning
sought be the applicant.
2) 718
Norwalk
Lane;
the
Colley/Hays house. – Council granted a removal permit for the house,
rather than designate the structure as
“historic” over the owner’s objection.
The demolition permit was withdrawn from the city by the applicant.
The owners had agreed that the
house could be moved to O’Henry
Middle School, however, AISD did
not agree to the proposal. However,
the owners found out that their alternate plan, to remove the house to a
lot in Liberty Hill, could not be carried out as they were informed by a
moving company that house not
being able structurally to survive such
a long move. There seems to be some
additional time to try to find another
location in the neighborhood for the
house.
3) 2309 W. 9th Street – A waiver to
increase the FAR was approved in
January 2007 by the Residential
Design
and
Compatibility
Commission, but with the limitation
that the height remain at the 32 foot
limit. Neighbors raised questions
about whether the height limit was
being maintained, and the RDCC
asked that measurements be taken. It
is likely that neighbors will appeal
any administrative decision by city
staff that could allow a structure in
excess of the height limit.
4) 2008 Robinhood Trail – This case
of a fence exceeding allowable
height was postponed by the Board of
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Adjustment in Feb., and is expected
to be on the BOA agenda on March
17. WANG has already made a recommendation on this case.
5) 2700 McCullough Street – This is
another fence case postponed by the
Board of Adjustment and expected on
their March agenda. The applicant
did not show up for the last BOA
meeting.
6) 2109 W. 10th – Clarke Locke
was present to tell us about the variance that is on the March 17 BOA
agenda. Mr. Locke lives adjacent to
2109 W. 10th and reported to the city
several times that a carport being
added to the house, along with other
additions, was encroaching into the 5
ft. side setback. As yet there is no
notice as to what variance will be
requested
for
this
property.
Apparently once again the city incorrectly permitted the structure. An
inspector, responding to Mr. Locke’s
complaint, issued a red tag and
assured Mr. Locke that it would be
taken care of. Mr. Locke showed pictures of the house at 2109 W. 10th
before and after remodeling and the
addition of the carport. Blake will
notify the WANG board when he
receives notice of exactly what variance is being requested, and the
board will consider action at that
time.
7) 3311 Clearview Drive – Mr. Chip
Rives talked to the board about the
reduction in the FAR variance being
sought from the RDCC for a new
structure on the lot. Most board
members had driven by the lot last
month, and had raised questions
about the possible drainage problems, due to increased impervious
cover and the slope of the lot from
west to east, as well as questions
about the number and size of trees
that were likely to be removed. Mr.
Rives and his wife had talked to many
of their neighbors, and showed us a
drawing of the lots in the area, with
the ones that had not objected to the
proposal marked on the map. The
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new house will face on Clearview, as
the previous house had done. They
are proposing a driveway on Schulle,
and have changed to a carport
instead of a garage in an effort to
reduce the square footage. A total of
2900 sq. ft. is now proposed, and a
.42 FAR has been calculated.
Looking at the new drawing several
members of the board still had questions about the trees. Mr. Rives will
get a tree survey to Blake, and the
board may take action by e-mail. Mr.
Tollett is concerned about the precedent of the additional FAR, and Gwen
commented that there does not seem
to be a hardship. The board thanked
Mr. Rives for visiting with his neighbors and urged that the several neighbors who had not yet been contacted
be reached for their comments before
the RDCC meeting on Wednesday.
8) 2521 Winsted – Jay Corder for
the applicant presented packets of
information as had been provided to
the city. The variance being requested has to do with the extra sq. ft. that
must be counted, according to code,
for space created by a ceiling taller
than 15 ft. Mr. Corder pointed out
that the total impervious cover on the
lot would be 5% under the maximum
allowed. The massing of the proposed house on the lot was judged to
be sensitive to the McMansion ordinance goals. The house will back up
to MoPac. Chris Alquire moved and
Joe Bennett seconded a motion not to
oppose the request. The motion
passed.
9) 2213 Enfield Road – This house
at the corner of Elton Lane and
Enfield submitted a demolition permit. Nobody seems to know why it is
being torn down.
Notice was
received late, and it was on the
Historic Landmark Commission
agenda on 25 Feb.
10) 2807 Windsor Rd., Girls School
of Austin – The Girls School was
given the house at 2807 Windsor Rd.,
and have now submitted an application for a Conditional Use Permit to
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use the house for school purposes.
The neighbors would like an opportunity to review the existing
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the
Girls School, as there seem to be
agreements made with regard to the
original CUP that are not being adequately carried out. Blake Tollett has
looked at the CUP file, and does not
see in it some of the letter agreements
that WANG and the original applicants for the CUP approved, to go
along with the CUP. Blake would
prefer that a new CUP for 2807
Windsor Rd. be considered as part of
the existing CUP, and that the existing
CUP be opened for discussion. At
least one neighbor spoke to the
WANG board about some of the traffic and other concerns that the neighbors would like to discuss with the
Girls School. Since representatives
from the Girls School have attended
several WANG meetings recently,
Blake was surprised that he had not
gotten a call from someone at the
Girls School prior to the filing for the
new CUP. He will check and see
whether there has been an administrative approval for the separate CUP.

include “averaging” that would result
in houses having to be further back
than 25 ft. from the street.
Unfortunately, the library was closing
at 9 p.m. and the board and neighbors
were unable to finish the discussion.
Treasurer’s Report – Mike Falk submitted a report that there was
$2,161.95 in the checking account,
and $1,201.41 in the Oak Wilt
Account. The report was submitted
in writing, but not reported out loud
to the board due to lack of time.
The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Mary
Arnold, acting temporarily in the
absence of Mike Cannatti.

11) 2202 Bridle Path – Darby
Denison and Ken Tiemann live on
Bridle Path on either side of 2202,
which is under contract.
The
prospective buyer is interested in
building a new house nearer to the
street than the 75 ft. setback listed in
the area deed restrictions. Because
other new houses have been constructed nearer than the 75 ft., there
are legal questions as to whether the
neighbors could enforce a 75 ft. setback or whether that particular deed
restriction is no longer
legally valid. The original Westfield subdivision was created in
1925. Darby Denison
and Ken Tieman asked
for WANG’s help in
getting the front set
back “averaging” in
the McMansion ordinance expanded to
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