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President’s Message
March 2005
Numerous neighbors have contacted us
with concerns that many charming but
small fifty-year old homes are being
scraped from the lot and replaced by giant
hulking two (or three) story homes. This
seems to be more and more common for
the neighborhood. These homes seem to
have just enough room to get the lawnmower down the edge of the property
line. In my opinion, the problem is often
not the actual square footage of the home,
but rather the size of the lot where the big
home is being squeezed. Most of the lots
in our neighborhood were subdivided for
small homes. On the one hand, it’s the
right of the property owner to do with their
property as they please. On the other
hand, it’s the question of what rights, if
any are possessed by the City, the neighborhood and the immediately affected
neighbors who would like to object to the
property owner’s plans. Usually the City’s
response is that we have no right to
redress provided the property owner is in
compliance with zoning and set-back
requirements. Our neighborhood association does not have the type of
Architectural Control Committee and
detailed requirements that many of the
newer so-called “planned” subdivisions
have. Nevertheless, much of our West
Austin charm continues to be pressured by
development. WANG has had many successes in limiting overdevelopment and in
working out mutually agreeable solutions
between neighbors. Come see us if you’re
in this situation. Through the work done
by our infrastructure, zoning, and histori-
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cal committees we may be able to help.
We are continuing to look for new tools to
address the development pressures. If
you’re interested, have an opinion or
would like to help let us know.
In neighborhood news the so-called
“Rider 55” Study due from the Health and
Human Services Commission (HHSC), has
not yet been completed. This is the study
commissioned by a rider to the legislature’s appropriation bill last session. The
rider directed HHSC to look at the potential closure or consolidation of health hospitals and state schools, including our
own Austin State School at 35th and
Exposition. Although the final version of
the study has not yet been completed, we
have received a draft report. The preliminary report, or “Baseline Analysis” as it is
called, gives the Austin State School the
highest marks for potential closure.
However the study also infers that the
costs associated with closure may outweigh the fair market value of the facility.
As I understand it, at least one faction of
the legislature may be formulating a plan
to increase services at underperforming
facilities so as to make the operation of the
facility justifiable. From WANG’s survey
results, most neighbors favor keeping the
school open so this may be good news.
We’ll keep you posted with any new
developments. Feel free to check our website for the latest at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang/.
Erik Everett Cary
ecary@mjtpc.com
512-478-1075

Be sure to visit our website at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang!

West Austin Neighborhood Group
Minutes of February Meeting

Monday, February 7, 2005, 7:00 PM
Austin Public Library, Howson Branch
Chair: Erik Cary, President
Attending: Basciano, Bennett, Cannatti,
Cary, Edwards, Girardeau, Harris, Jewiss,
Katz, Pascoe, Serna, Tollett
Guests and Visitors: Chris Campana, Ila
Falvey, Dudley Houghton, Kathy Keig,
Carolyn Kidd, Jennifer Kim, Janet Madeley,
Sara Madera, Terry Mitchell, Joanna
Silverman, Sonia Taborsky, Steven Wolff
Cary called the meeting to order.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Equipment Noise at Lake Austin Blvd.
Chevron / 510 Deep Eddy. Tollett believes
that the owner obtained a traffic flow variance and that WANG did not object at the
time. Visitor and former ExComm member
Dudley Houghton commented that the primary concern at the time had been contaminant runoff. Cary said that the owner
had been sent a letter addressing the issues
brought before ExComm at the last meeting. The owner had not yet responded but
everyone was in agreement that he might
not have had sufficient time. Mr. Wolff was
asked if he had seen any change in the
problems at the Chevron and he responded that there had been no discernable
changes. If the owner fails to respond timely, WANG may look at other remedies.
B. Stamford Lane Issues. Cannatti reported that the City has been surprisingly
responsive to the various Stamford Lane
issues although not all have been resolved.
It issued a stop order on 1807 Stamford.
There was some concern that certain work
was proceeding even though the order was
in place. The improvements are 2 feet
within the minimum setback of 5 feet. The
homeowners, the Durretts, believe that it
was a surveyor’s error. The Durretts are in
discussion with a neighbor to purchase the
adjacent property, which could result in
the matter being resolved. Cannatti said
that a special hearing was scheduled
before the BOA but should be rescheduled
to allow all affected parties the opportunity to speak.
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NEW BUSINESS:
A. Jennifer Kim, Candidate for Austin
City Council, Place 3. Cary introduced
Jennifer Kim who is running for the seat
being vacated by Jackie Goodman. Cary
reminded her that WANG does not endorse
candidates. She is hosting a campaign kickoff at El Sol & La Luna February 17th from
5:30PM to 7:30PM. More information is
available at her website, www.kimforaustin.com.
B. Austin City Limits Festival Parking.
Bennett attended a meeting to discuss the
parking problems associated with the ACL
festival. Concert goers have been parking
anywhere they could, which has resulted in
traffic and trash issues in the surrounding
neighborhoods. He said that City PARD
staff are working with ACL staff to come up
with solutions and are asking the neighborhoods for their input on the ACL website. It
is possible that park police will look for
parking violators and the ACL volunteers
will pick up trash in the neighborhoods.
Concert organizers are looking at reducing
the number of concert goers to around
65,000 this year because last year’s event
got too large. ACL is tentatively planned for
the week of September 18 but there is a
chance that it may be moved back several
weeks according to Tollett and Bennett.
Communications
Report.

Committee:

No

Membership Committee: No Report.
Liaison Committee: No Report.
Nominating Committee: Chairwoman
Jewiss reported that the Nominating
Committee had reviewed a number of
people to fill an open seat on the Board.
She recommended Kathy Keig. After
motion and second were made, ExComm
unanimously voted in favor of electing
Keig to join the Board. She spoke briefly
about her background and interests. After
attending Purdue and having careers with
Texas Instruments and Motorola, she is
now retired with 2 children at Casis. She is
very interested in the future of the Austin
State School Tract and will look at other
issues as well.
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Transportation Committee: Chairman
Harris reported that the committee held a
meeting on January 31 to discuss items of
interest for the year ahead.
A. MoPac Sound Walls. With revisions to
the toll road plan, funding may no longer
be available. Pascoe added that any
Federal funding would require that other
conditions be met as well. Harris suggested
that as this was primarily an issue of sound
abatement, there might be other more
immediate options. Cannatti had asked
TxDOT about new, quieter paving now
found on Loop 360. The paving is called
Porous Friction Course (PFC) which is
something new to highways in the area. It
has improved water runoff capability thus
reducing skids and spray and it does have
the ability to reduce the effect of noise
because of its porous features although that
benefit dissipates over time and with wear.
We will discuss the use of this material on
MoPac with TxDOT.
B. Traffic. Harris reported that he had
received a number of inquiries regarding
MoPac off ramps. Of particular concern
was the westbound loop off of 35th Street
onto southbound MoPac. Traffic exiting
35th Street often fails to yield to traffic exiting MoPac. In conversations with TxDOT
staff, they might consider interim solutions.
However, TxDOT has just hired a consulting engineer to undertake a survey of
MoPac and specifically of the older sections. The name of the engineer has not
been released but WANG will be involved
when the time comes, likely over the next
30 to 60 days. The issue of a more pedestrian/bicycle friendly interchange under the
MoPac bridge at Northwood/Westover was
also discussed. TxDOT recognizes the
importance of that interchange between
Bryker Woods and Tarrytown and that
should also come the consulting engineer’s
attention.
C. Sidewalks to Nowhere. The issue of
requiring property owners who have replatted their lots to build sidewalks is a policy
change that needs to be made by the City.
Variances are periodically granted.
Cannatti indicated that City staff are more
receptive to some of our suggestions that
they had been previously. Serna and
Pfluger have been actively involved in this
project. We are going to try to leverage our

February, 2005

combined neighborhoods including adjacent neighborhoods to lobby for sidewalks
in particularly problematic pedestrian
areas.
D. Street Maintenance and Repair.
Because of recent heavy rains, many streets
now have potholes that need attention. In
addition, poor patching has been done in
some places where utility repairs have
been done. Coupled with the poor quality
of pavement being applied in some neighborhoods know as “chipseal,” Harris said
that he would like to conduct a survey to
bring to the City’s attention to see what
could be done.
E. Traffic Calming. The City is considering a bond package. There is no money
currently available for any traffic calming
measures. Included in the package is funding for these. City staff suggested that 3
neighborhoods each year could receive
funding for calming of up to $300,000 a
piece. Staff has not begun the process
selecting neighborhoods because the funding is not in place. However, it will be
based on need. Need is dictated by point
counts from traffic volume and speed.
Harris suggested that WANG look at potential retrofits of the road humps for road
cushions on Westover and Jefferson among
other things. Because of neighborhood
concerns, Exposition may warrant traffic
calming measures. Iva Falvey, of Stevenson
Avenue, asked what could be done to slow
incessant speeding on her street. She has
spoken to the Austin Police Department on
several occasions but they have said that
there really wasn’t much they could do.
The posted speed limit is 25 mph. Several
solutions were suggested including the use
of a radar gun and the taking of pictures.
Pascoe found this to be a successful
approach in Pemberton. Apparently there is
at least one BMW driver who flaunts the
speed limit on a daily basis according to
Ms. Falvey.
F. Four-Way Stops. In response to other
inquiries, the committee had asked about
the installation of four-way stops at certain
locations. City staff told him that the City is
now strictly following State regulations and
won’t deviate. The standard for four-way
stops is 300 cars per hour for the primary
street and 200 cars per hour for the intersecting street over a continuous 8 hour
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period. City staff said that this was a very
difficult standard for any of our neighborhood streets to meet.
G. MoPac Negotiations. Harris contacted
Rep. Kreuse’s office regarding acquisition
of the MoPac right-of-way from Union
Pacific. They have nothing new to report. A
message had been left with the Austin San
Antonio Intermunicipal Commuter Rail
District had not been returned at the time of
our meeting
H. Street Lighting. Harris said that the
committee will look to the City for possible
retrofitting of certain street lights because of
the glare into neighbors’ houses at night.
Historic Committee: Chairman Bennett
attended a meeting at the Austin History
Center that provided information on procedures for registering landmark properties.
He said that it was very informative. He
said that they discussed the changes to the
landmark ordinances and in particular
local historic districts. Cannatti commented
that local historic districts can set design
guidelines for renovations and that they
would be aided by tax abatements. Bennett
said that Steve Sadowski with the City is
still working on proposed guidelines. He
will report back with any updates
Infrastructure Committee: Chairman
Katz reported on behalf of Infrastructure.
A. Windsor Road Fire Station. Chairman
Katz’s reported on the proposal to remodel
the Windsor Road fire station. He is currently working with one of the assistant fire
chiefs on the offer. It is possible that the
City would accept a donation and then designate it for improvements to the fire station. There may be other devices for funding the improvements. It is a bit political
and fire department officials are a little
reluctant to move forward. One of their
concerns it that improvements at the station
may lessen their leverage in union contract
negotiations.
B. Austin State School. Chairman Katz
reported that the Rider 55 study had been
issued though he hadn’t seen a copy of it.
Cannatti reported on the submission of the
result of the survey undertaken by WANG
as well as the results themselves. A majority of respondents had favored keeping the
Austin State School open. Katz had spoken

Pg. 3

to State Rep. Baxter about the Rider 55
study. Cannatti met with City staff regarding
a neighborhood plan and the Austin State
School. In putting together an effective
plan, he suggested that we mimic the
process of several of the other neighborhoods that have developed plans in order
to underline the neighborhood’s legitimacy
in the development process while minimizing the impact.
Zoning Committee: Chairman Tollett
reported on the matters before ExComm
A. C14-04-141
2306 W. 8th Tollett
reported that the variance hearing was
scheduled to go forward and that he had
urged BOA not to delay the matter further.
No approved plans have been provided to
date. Cary advised that he would abstain
from any further votes on this matter as his
law firm has been retained by one of the
parties. A FOIA request has been made to
the City. ExComm had voted unanimously
in opposition previously. Nobody attended
the meeting to speak on behalf of either
side.
B. C15-05-024 2201 Bowman Tollett
reported that the owners had withdrawn
their request
C. C15-05-009 3211 Bridle Path The
owners, the Silvermans, are attempting to
decrease the minimum front street setback
from 25’ to 17’6” in order to erect and addition to the property and one that would
raise it to two stories. ExComm had previously voted electronically in opposition to
the variance 8-2. The applicant has asked
ExComm to reconsider. Tollett reported that
Jim Bennett had been retained by the
Silvermans to address the variance. He
added that, to date, there were 30 letters
from neighbors in favor of the variance and
4 in opposition. Mr. Bennett then proceeded to show ExComm the plans for the
improvements and discussed why the variance was necessary and also why a hardship existed necessitating the variance. In
addition, he highlighted a plat map showing the location of all supporters of the variance. A discussion was held among attendees and ExComm as to various solutions.
There were quite a number of people who
wished to speak and time was allotted to
each. As Mr. Bennett had concluded his
presentation in support of the variance,
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Dudley Houghton was allowed the opportunity to speak in opposition. Houghton
argued that the only hardship on the
Silvermans was brought on themselves. He
suggested that there was no need to seek
the variance and that the improvements
with modification wouldn’t require the
variance. He added that several of the
neighbors who had submitted letters in
support were either elderly, being relocated
or absentee landowners and that he was
concerned a variance on this property
would affect what happened to the future
of their houses. Neighbor Janet Madeley
asked whether there were lots of houses
that were noncompliant throughout the
neighborhood. There was some discussion
that ensued. A number of ExComm members explained that there were houses that
were not in compliance but that many of
them predated some of the requirements
and were consequently grandfathered and
that others were noncompliant because
some owners circumvented City requirements illegally. Neighbor Chris Campana
voiced his support for the project adding
that it would be an improvement to the
neighborhood and that the existing house is
an eyesore. Mrs. Silverman then spoke. She
said that they were trying to be environmentally conscious in remodeling the
house and that they had taken great pains
in that regard. She added that by removing
the wall in front of the property, it would
enhance the street scene and improve pervious cover. They had an engineer, David
Bell, review the structure and the plans and
felt that this was the only solution for the
property. Neighbor Terry Mitchell then
spoke. He was originally opposed to the
plan but has since changed his mind. He
believes that it is a good balance and will
be a good improvement. Neighbor Carolyn
Kidd then spoke in support echoing Mr.
Mitchell. She too initially had opposed it
but now supports it. Jim Bennett then
resummarized. Tollett was concerned that
once the variance was granted, the property might be flipped and the design significantly altered taking advantage of the variance indicating that he had seen it happen
often. In addition, he felt that it might have
repercussions in future construction. Mr.
Mitchell then suggested a restrictive
covenant that would limit the improvement
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of the property to that in the plans. Mrs.
Silverman said that they intended to stick
with the plans presented. Pascoe expressed
doubt that a restrictive covenant would
have any impact. Katz then motioned that
ExComm not oppose subject to the existing
plans. The motion was seconded and a
vote was taken. ExComm voted 7-5 against
Katz’s motion. A second motion was made
and seconded to oppose the variance. That
motion won 7-5
Treasurers Report: Treasurer Serna read
the treasurer’s report. There are currently
262 paid members. As of January 31, the
checking account held $2,172.92, the savings account held $3,153.22 and the Oak
Wilt account held $1,197.53. Serna recommended that the savings account be closed
because WANG gets charged $10 per
month when the balance drops below
$3,000. ExComm concurred with her recommendation but will hold a final decision
until next month to allow additional discussion.
Adjournment: There being no further
new business, Cary adjourned the meeting.

West Austin Neighborhood Group
Minutes of March Meeting
Monday, March 7, 2005, 7:00 PM
Austin Public Library, Howson Branch
Chair: Erik Cary, President
Attending: Basciano, Bennett, Cannatti,
Cary, Harris, Jewiss, Katz, Keig, Pascoe,
Tollett
Guests and Visitors: Mark Harkins, Sara
Madera, Libby Malone, Heather Thomas,
Richard Viktorin, Steven Wolff , Yvonne
Lim Wilson
Cary called the meeting to order. The
Minutes of the February meeting were
approved by unanimous consent.
OLD BUSINESS:
A. Equipment Noise at Lake Austin Blvd.
Chevron / 510 Deep Eddy. Cary reported
that of the letters sent to the concerned parties, only the letter to Mr. Guzman, who
had represented the owner of the property
was returned and that we have received no
response to date. Mr. Wolff reported that
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nothing had changed at the station and that
he was proceeding to file a complaint for
the owner’s violation of the City noise ordinance.
NEW BUSINESS:
A. Grande Communications. Libby
Malone, representing Grande, gave a brief
corporate background. She said that
Grande was awarded a franchise agreement by the City. That agreement specifies
where and how Grande is to place its transmission lines. She said that West Austin had
been largely completed and that much of it
was live or would be going live shortly
such as Tarrytown. She paid special thanks
to Falk for his attendance at a neighborhood meeting sponsored by Grande and for
his diligence in reporting the meeting. She
then introduced Mark Harkins. Harkins discussed the installation of the lines. There
are a number of areas, primarily cul-desacs, that have underground utilities. That
will require Grande to dig. Notices have
been and will continue to be provided
where necessary
B. 3002 Scenic Drive Boat Dock. Kathy
Darling was to have made a presentation
but that matter is on hold.
C. Elderly Outreach. Cannatti reported
that a gentleman wanted to come speak to
WANG about establishing a neighborhood
elderly outreach program. He will see
about scheduling him at a future meeting.
Communications Committee: Chairman
Pfluger reported that our liaison at the
printing company is leaving, which may
result in some logistical changes. Because
the President’s letter was not submitted
timely, Pfluger recommended combining
newsletters. While printing costs would be
a little higher because the content would
increase, the cost of mailing would be cut
by $112, which would far outweigh printing costs. ExComm consented. The
February and March newsletters will be
combined. On another matter, Cannatti
reported that he hadn’t received PDF files
with which to update the website. Pfluger
will investigate.
Membership Committee:
Chairman Cary complimented Tollett on
his efforts to increase membership.
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Liaison Committee: Chairwoman Pascoe
reported that there was nothing new.
However, ANC was mulling over withdrawing from Envision Central Texas. Cary
reported that Harris would serve as the
alternate to MoNAC for WANG.
Nominating Committee: Chairwoman
Jewiss addressed the need for all board
members to attend WANG meetings on a
regular basis.
Transportation Committee: Chairman
Harris reported that he went to Washington
with a Chamber of Commerce delegation
March 1 to discuss transportation funding
issues with members of Congress including
preliminary the passage of TEA 21
(Transportation Equity Act), funding for
MoPac acquisition studies, Capital Metro
funding requests, additional Hwy 130
funding as well as several procedural matters. Richard Viktorin asked whether toll
roads were discussed and what the position
was. Harris noted that a number of people
with whom the delegation met were aware
of the toll road debate and that opinions
varied. Harris added that requests for funding projects were numerous and that creative ways to fund all of the projects had to
be available. Viktorin complained that
Envision Central Texas was absent in the
toll road debate and that CTRMA was in the
process of being audited by the
Comptroller. Discussion moved towards
whether WANG should take a position on
toll roads. The consensus after debate and
upon request of Cary was that the matter be
tabled to a special meeting to be coordinated by the Transportation Committee.
From that meeting, we could determine
what if any position WANG should take in
the toll road debate. The CAMPO 2030
plan is scheduled for a vote in April.
However, a number of members felt that
WANG could not get enough interest generated in a meeting of neighbors before the
CAMPO vote takes place. The scope of the
meeting would be beyond CAMPO so an
early May meeting was agreed upon. Harris
will coordinate the meeting.
Pfluger said that he is getting positive
feedback on the “sidewalks to nowhere”
issue from City staff and that there may be
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some movement in directing funds into the
master plan. He added that he would like
to see any additional lanes on MoPac put
underground as he has seen done in
Seattle.
Historic Committee: Chairman Bennett
began by discussing the Neighborhood
Conservation and Combining District
(“NCCD”). The NCCD is an overlay district
with much more restrictive building codes.
Currently, a portion of Hyde Park has an
approved NCCD along with two other
neighborhoods in Austin. He said that
Karen McGraw, an architect in Hyde Park,
has been very helpful in assisting neighborhoods that are interested in creating an
NCCD. It requires the consent of 55% of
subject households to create the NCCD. A
number of members commented on the
large number of neighbors upset about the
scraping of existing houses as well as the
type of properties being built in their place.
Cannatti asked for a recommendation from
the Historic Committee on how to proceed.
Jewiss suggested an April meeting. Bennett
noted that West Austin is not in the queue
for a neighborhood plan with the City and
without any push on our part, we have
been moved to 2007 by City staff. Jewiss
commented that the neighborhood plan
process has shifted from a neighborhood
driven program to a city driven program.
Infrastructure Committee: Chairman
Katz reported on behalf of Infrastructure.
A. Austin State School. Chairman Katz
and Cary discussed the status of Rider 55
Study. There has been no decision made at
this point. The Austin State School is at the
top of the closure list but bonded indebtedness and the cost of asbestos abatement offset a significant portion of the fair market
value of the property
thus making the closing not as likely at the
moment.
B. Windsor Road
Fire Station. Katz is
still advancing the
remodeling of the fire
station but there has
been no progress.
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Zoning Committee: Chairman Tollett
reported that there were no new matters
before the Board of Adjustment. There are
3 holdover cases, all of which ExComm
voted to oppose. Cary asked if anybody in
attendance was at the meeting to speak in
favor or against any of the pending cases.
Nobody was.
A. C15-05-044 1807 Stamford. Added
for the record was the report of a meeting
requested by Marshall Durrett that was
held at the site on February 17. Nine
ExComm members as well as a large number of neighbors attended. All listened to
Durrett’s case and heard the complaints of
many neighbors, all of whom were in
opposition to his variance request.
ExComm voted unanimously in opposition
9-0 once again to his variance request.
B. C15-05-009 3211 Bridle Path. In
regard to the Silverman variance request,
Tollett is sending a letter to concerned
neighbors.
Treasurers Report: Treasurer Serna was
absent but submitted the Treasurer’s report
via email. She reported that there was
$1,729.03 in Checking, $3,143.53 in
Savings, $1,197.64 in the Oak Wilt Fund
and that there were 263 paid members. The
decision to close the savings account was
deferred to the April meeting by ExComm.
Adjournment: There being no further
new business, Cary adjourned the meeting.
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