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The President’s Letter this month
comes from the pen of Gwen Jewiss
who, as our President-elect, will be
taking over the President’s seat for the
next several months for Erik Cary who
is stepping down from that job.  We
would also like to remind you to
make a note on your calendar that
WANG’s Annual Social will be held
at Reed Park on Saturday, October
21st from 10 AM to noon.  This, as
many of you know, is a social event
but it’s also an official function where
you, our valued members, can learn
more about WANG’s activities for the
past year, our plans for the coming
year and for you to vote on our mem-
ber elected executive committee.  We
look forward to having you join us.

Also after some months of computer
difficulties which we hope we have
conquered, we are again including
the expiration date of your member-
ship on the mailing label. We hope
that you are finding your WANG
membership to be worth another
year. Please renew wen your term is
up and thanks.

The President’s Letter
By Gwen Jewiss

Neighbors, please join me in wel-
coming Chris Alguire and Mary
Arnold to the West Austin
Neighborhood Group’s Board of
Directors.  We are delighted and hon-
ored that Mary has consented to join
us, as surely you are familiar with her
years of distinguished work, both in
her tenures on various City
Commissions, Committees and
Advisory Boards, as well as her tire-
less volunteer efforts.  Chris has been
active in some of the issues surround-
ing the Deep Eddy neighborhood.
(She’s already had her Channel 6
debut.)  This portion of the area
served by WANG has garnered much

attention over the past year or so, and
with the passing of the so-called
MacMansion Ordinance, as well as
the recently enacted Local Historic
District Ordinance, there is surely
more to come.  Filling these two mid-
term vacancies also helps us better
prepare for upcoming Neighborhood
Planning process.

Although it is our normal procedure
to elect officers at our yearly retreat, I
have been asked to take over the
President’s position a bit earlier.  Erik
Cary has led our efforts over the past
year and a half, and has done a won-
derful job of it.  We are most grateful
for his patience in listening to the
arguments on both sides of issues
brought before our group and
assuredness in maintaining order,
without setting aside his sense of
humor.  It is these and other qualities
that will serve him well as he turns his
focus towards new business ventures.
We wish him well in his new venture
and will continue to expect his impar-
tial viewpoints as he retains his Board
position as Past President.  Thanks
Erik, you leave some big shoes to be
filled! 

I am very fortunate, as we have sever-
al Past Presidents still active on the
Board, continuing to serve as
Committee Chairs and Liaisons.  I
have in the past, and will continue as
President, to rely on their collective
wisdom and insights.

Gwen Jewiss
President

Save the Date!

Our Annual will be 10 AM – Noon,
Saturday, October 21st at Reed Park



while yet another definition is the
delineation between watersheds.
Molly Scarbrough said that the defi-
nition is still being discussed.  A dis-
cussion ensued regarding the bene-
fits of a neighborhood plan.  We
would be afforded more protections
but at the same time, that also
means that there would be addition-
al restrictions as well as some give-
aways such as commercial develop-
ment in certain areas.  It was
stressed that WANG has to take
charge of the planning process and
not allow the City co-opt it..  Ms
Scarbrough added that one aspect of
the neighborhood plan is that it can
limit spot zoning.  Also any changes
after the fact require an amendment
to the neighborhood plan and a
more rigorous process for better or
worse.

Communications Committee
The Annual Social will be October
21 at Reed Park.  Tollett will contin-
ue to pursue advertising.  The annual
newsletter will need to be ready for
distribution 2 weeks prior to the
Social.  Tollett brought up the pro-
posal by Peel to do the newsletter.
They would handle everything in
exchange for all advertising revenue.
Tollett would like to see it handled
by WANG rather than outsourcing
for a variety of reasons.  ExComm
decided to send the matter to
newsletter chair Pfluger for review
and recommendation.

Liaison Committee
Pascoe reported that ANC has
offered to make a presentation to
neighborhood groups regarding the
new Local Historic District regula-
tions.  She recommended that Laurie
Limbacher address WANG.  She also
happens to be chair of the Landmark
Commission.  Jewiss offered to speak
to her.

Treasurers Report
Falk reported that due to a deposit
issue, the operating account was
overdrawn but was getting the matter
resolved.

Nominating Committee 
Jewiss reported that Hal Katz has
resigned from ExComm.  Erik Cary
has also stepped down as president a
few months early but will remain on

ExComm.  Cary and Katz were
thanked for all of their leadership
and hard work.  Cary was wished
well in his new law practice.  Chris
Alguire was asked to fill a vacant slot
on ExComm representing the Deep
Eddy area.  She accepted the nomi-
nation and told a little of her back-
ground.  She hadn’t been active until
all of the recent development.  She
has been an oil and gas consultant
for the last 20 years. Tollett motioned
and Falk seconded the nomination.
Alguire received unanimous con-
sent.  To fill an unexpired term,
Jewiss confirmed that Mary Arnold,
sage ex officio member, has gra-
ciously accepted our offer.  And with
any luck, we’ll get her to stay on a
while at least in a limited capacity.

New Business

Tollett said that he had delivered the
letter to Steve Poldrack thanking him
for his years of service at the
Tarrytown Post Office.  He was
unable to visit with him because of
all the well wishers and goodies at
the post office and claimed he didn’t
stay because of conflicts with fried
vegetables in the morning.  The letter
of thanks was copied to the
Postmaster as well.

Adjournment: There being no further
new business, Jewiss adjourned the
meeting.

Meeting Minutes

July 10, 2006, 7:00 PM
Howson Library

Chair: Gwen Jewiss, President

Attending: Basciano, Cannatti, Cary,
Edwards, Falk, Harris, Jewiss, Pascoe,
and Tollett.

Guests and Visitors: Dana Mungia
(APD Rep), Steve Gele, Katie Henry,
Alice Glasco, Vic Ayad, Sara Madera,
Chris Alguire, Grant Fehr & Molly
Scarbrough

Call to Order: Jewiss called the meet-
ing to order.

Approval of Minutes: ExComm
unanimously approved the minutes
of the June meeting.

Neighborhood Presentations:

A. Graffiti Problems in the Neighbor-
hood and Other Crime 
Officer Mungia addressed the “tag-
ging” problem throughout the WANG
area.  She stressed that it is NOT gang
related.  There is a group of 8 to 10 indi-
viduals they have identified, primarily
skateboarders.  As they have not caught
any in the act of defacing property, they
cannot prosecute at this time.  They
have had discussions with at least one
suspect.  She urged anyone seeing tag-
ging in process to call 911 NOT 311 to
get prompt response.   The City has a
graffiti abatement specialist that will
come and remediate tagging.  Harris
asked if the parents might be held liable
and there was an indication that they
might be held civilly liable for damages.

Officer Mungia also addressed
crime patterns in the neighborhood.
She told attendees that they could
go to the City website
(www.ci.tx.us/gis/CrimeViewer/crim
e_count_byarea.cfm) and get cur-
rent crime counts.  In our area over
18 months, the highest incidence of
crime was burglary of a vehicle at
231 reported cases.  There were 129
cases of criminal mischief and 67
residential burglaries.  In the case of
car break-ins, she urged everybody
to take the following precautions:

Park in a well lit area, park off the
street, and take absolutely EVERY-
THING out of your cars.  Again, she
stressed that everybody call 911 at
the time something is happening or
something looks suspicious.  This
avoids neighbors having to make
judgment calls.  If a report is after
the fact i.e. the next day, then 311
can be called.  

Jewiss was concerned about inade-
quate safety measures being taken
by a utility construction project not-
ing that there had been some unsafe
driving coupled with a number of
pedestrians.  She asked if the speed
monitor could be set up.  Officer
Mungia stated that the monitor that
APD sets up by the road is still bro-
ken after being hit by a speeding car. 

Neighbor Presentations:

3200 Bowman: 
Victor Ayad and Alice Glasco pre-
sented a plan regarding the 7 acre
tract on Bowman next to Tarry
House.  Ayad and his partners cur-
rently have it under contract.  They
are not seeking any zoning changes
and intend to subdivide the tract into
17 single family lots averaging about
15,000 square feet. They have
already advised neighbors of their
intent. Limiting it to approximately
20% of allowable density, they
intend to preserve the streetscape
and much of the exiting landscape.
They will also keep the existing resi-
dence and its immediate grounds,
considered to be a real gem and a
significant historical house. It will be
required to meet the requirements of
the Taylor’s Slough Watershed
because the land must be replatted.
They have made accommodations for
that in their planning. Ayad stressed
that these were all to be single family
residences.  They intend to sell lots off
to developers. ExComm was con-
cerned that deed restrictions need to
be in place that limit the development
to single family development for with-
out that, builders might attempt to
increase density.  He stressed that
they want to maintain design control
and are looking at deed restrictions.

Committee Reports

Zoning Committee
715 Meriden––Tollett reported the
case was postponed for one month
by the Historic Landmark
Commission to determine if there is
any historical significance attached
to the structure that would elevate it
to historic status. He doesn’t think
there will be. It is very difficult to get
historical zoning on a property if the
owner is against it. The demolition
permit was not issued and will be
decided on July 24th.  The new
house is being built for the current
owners.  The architect, Stephen
Gele, presented the new design.  The
house is being expanded from 800
square feet to 2200 square feet and
meets regulations.  The old house
will be moved from the site rather
than demolished but they haven’t
located a buyer.  Grant Fehr, who
lives nearby, said that he might be
interested.  The lot is a bit challeng-
ing because it drops off 15 feet to the
rear.  The new building will have
close to the same footprint though
10 feet deeper.  There is one oak tree
growing in the rear deck that will
have to be removed but they will be
adding trees per code.  

612 Upson––The applicant has
requested a renewal to his variance
received last year.   There is no action
for WANG to take.

Infrastructure Committee 
Jewiss reported that she and
Cannatti are having discussions with
City staff regarding the upcoming
neighborhood plan.  Tollett men-
tioned his conversations with the
City regarding their designating Lake
Austin Boulevard as the southern
boundary rather than the lake as was
always presumed.  He has yet to
receive a response. In the planning
process, it was acknowledged that
regardless of what plan we had in
place, the State and the University,
significant landholders in West
Austin, would not be bound by any
plan.  Sylvia Benini asked if the
urban core has been defined.  It
apparently is a bit nebulous depending
on context and who is asked.  Cannatti
said that one definition is MoPac
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Come join the Friends Of Deep Eddy 
in a Back to School Party on

Saturday, 12 August, from 5 until 9 PM.Saturday, 12 August, from 5 until 9 PM.
Cool water, Good food & Soft drinks.

Music by: 
Darden Smith, Max and Henry and Irie JaneDarden Smith, Max and Henry and Irie Jane

All proceeds go the 
Bathhouse Restoration Project

The Texas Cooperative Extension Service
reports an increase in calls about chig-
gers.  The Extension Service has provided
this information about this troubling pest.
Chiggers are parasitic larvae, the imma-
ture stage, of particular type of mite.
Chiggers get onto people while walking
through infested areas.  Once a host is
located, chiggers crawl around on the
host to locate a suitable spot to feed.
Chiggers prefer areas where skin is
thinnest or where clothing is tight fitting.
At most, chiggers remain feeding on the
body for 3 days, but are usually brushed
or washed off before then.
Chiggers do not burrow into the skin or
suck blood.  They pierce the skin and
inject digestive enzymes that break down
skin cells and cause irritation.  Chigger
bites form small reddish areas that may
become pustules.  Itching peaks around
24-48 hours after the bite occurs, but may
last for a week or more.  To treat chigger
bites, try an antihistamine or a topical
anti-itch cream.
Insect repellents containing DEET or
picaridin can provide some protection
against chiggers in infested areas.
Residual spray pesticides can be used to
reduce populations in infested areas.
Look for active ingredients such as bifen-
thirn, cyfluthrin, permethrin or esfenvaler-
ate.  Sulfur powder may reduce popula-
tions, but can also change soil pH.

For more information or help with identi-
fication, contact Wizzie Brown, Texas
Cooperative Extension Program Specialist
at 512.854.9600.


