Join WANG

THE NEIGHBOR

❏ Yes, I want to join WANG.
❏ I want to renew my WANG
membership.

P.O. Box 5722 • Austin, Texas 78763-5722

I have enclosed:
❏ $20 household membership
❏ $10 student/senior membership
Date
Name

By Gwen Jewiss

“To preserve our neighborhood
and protect it from deterioration.”

Happy New Year Neighbors!
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It is once again that time of the year when I
have the honor of thanking all the folks who
work so hard to preserve those aspects of our
neighborhood that we treasure.
To Blake Tollett, Mike Cannatti, August Harris,
Mary Arnold, Chris Alguire and the rest of the
WANG Executive Committee, thanks to you
for your many long hours and unwavering
commitment to the neighborhood and to the
City of Austin.
To the neighbors concerned about the proposed development at 3215 Exposition,
thanks for your grassroots efforts to get some
800 signatures to the Council and to gain the
media’s attention. You lead the charge in
helping everyone to see that this zoning case
must be considered in the context of the bigger picture of what may eventually become of
the State School.
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To all of those who testified before UT’s
Brackenridge Taskforce and the Board of
Regents; speaking on behalf of the golf course,
WAYA, student housing, the UT Biology Field
Lab, and the neighborhoods immediately
impacted, as well as Colonel Brackenridge’s
original intentions for the property’s use thank
you for speaking up. There are varying agendas and concerns, but good intentions are
present on everyone’s part. The outcome is to
be decided but we do have voices.
Our neighborhood planning continues. We
are now about halfway into the timeline, but as
outlined by the city planning team at our
January 9th meeting, the pace is quickening.
We need your participation! The topic for the
next meeting is TREES – the item that the
majority of you said is the most important thing
that you’d like to retain for our neighborhood.
It is important that as many of us as possible
continue to give voice to this document
throughout its development. Both the sensitivity and the strength of the zoning, land use and
transportation decisions will come from the
attentiveness we pay to the parks, trees and
other portions of the planning process.
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Regarding the 3215 Exposition zoning case,
Councilmember McCracken, the developer’s
team, and the designated neighbors have visited the site. Ideas to be explored further were
again discussed, with particular studies anticipated from the developer’s team by the time
you read this.
Be a Good Neighbor. We are all busy, but
please keep an eye out for suspicious activity.
All areas of town, especially the central, older
residential areas have been plagued in recent
months by break-ins. Our area has been targeted more so by car and yard thefts, whereas
other areas have had side and rear doors
kicked in and homes ransacked. All areas are
crying for additional police protection. Report
anything suspicious to APD! It takes reporting
of the crimes that occur to trigger more protection. Call 911 for immediate events and
311 to report anything of a routine nature.
We at WANG wish all of you a
Happy New Year.

January Meeting Minutes
By Chris Alguire
Secretary
The Executive Committee (ExComm) of the
West Austin Neighborhood Group (WANG)
held its January monthly meeting on Monday,
January 7, 2008 at the Howson Library.
President Jewiss called us to order at 7:10 p.m.
ExComm members present: Alguire, Arnold,
Basciano, Bennett, Cary, Edwards, Harris,
Jewiss, Keene, Pascoe and Tollett
Guests: Shirley Koeller, Lesley Airth, Susan de
Graffenried, Holmes Gwynn, Flo Ann Randle,
Sara Madera, Alex Tynberg
On a motion by Harris the November and
December minutes were approved.
Speakers:
Holmes Gwynn and Susan de Graffenried were
present and thanked us for the opportunity to discuss potential development of the rear 4.6 acres of
The Sanctuary, formerly Tarrytown Baptist Church.
The land borders Hillview Road and is zoned for
single-family use.
The Sanctuary’s membership has been shrinking

Be sure to visit our website at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang!

and the church doesn’t require the use of the
additional property. Mr. Gwynn stated the property is owned free and clear and they want to
better utilize the land. Both the Sanctuary’s
facilities and its population are aging. Though
not in financial straights, the Church would like
to generate income for its assistance projects.

in allowing unscrupulous builders to continue
their practices without penalty.

Applicant: Matt Fosdick
Owner: Juliet D and Tyler Davis

This item is scheduled for the Board of
Adjustment on February 11, 2008. Jewiss asked
that all ExComms view the project prior to voting.

The applicant has requested a variance from the
maximum fence height requirement from 6 feet
in height to 8 feet in height (along Bland Street)
in order to maintain a solid fence for a singlefamily residence in an SF-3 zoning district.

They have been meeting with four developers
and hope to settle on one within a month.
Jewiss suggested meeting with the immediate
neighbors to gather input regarding possible
development of the property.

Zoning Case No. C14-2007-0084
Owner: Austin Elm Terrace (Steve Beuerlein)
Agent: Alice Glasco Consulting (Alice Glasco)
Location: 3215 Exposition Boulevard
Proposed Zoning Change:
From: Unzoned
To: MF-1-Multifamily Residence (Limited
Density)

Land Issues:
Board of Adjustment
3712 Meredith Street
Owner: Alex Tynberg
Mr. Tynberg was present and reported he had
placed this newly constructed house under contract in November 2006. It was permitted under
the Interim Development
Regulations (preceding the full “McMansion”
ordinance) which provided for a maximum floor
area ratio (FAR) of 0.4. Mr. Tynberg encouraged
the builder, Hunter Wheeler, to build under the
Green Building program. The HVAC system was
then situated in the attic instead of the 287 ft2 of
unconditioned space behind the garage where it
was originally planned. The house achieved a
five star rating.
The Tynbergs closed on the house in July and a
certificate of occupancy was issued. After closing, a survey revealed that the home had been
overbuilt and had an actual FAR of 0.428, 7%
above that allowed. The City reports that incorrect information had been submitted by the
builder on the application.
Mr. Tynberg said they are expecting another
child and would like to convert the unconditioned space into a bed and bath and add a window in the east wall. This would bring the FAR
up to 0.472, 18% above that allowed. He has
numerous signatures of neighbors in favor of his
application but reported two did not want support - though wouldn’t oppose - and one was in
opposition.
A neighbor spoke in opposition to the request
stating she was angry about the two
McMansions at 3712 and 3714 Meredith and
was concerned about the tax increases,
increased parking on the street and the chipping
away of the neighborhood character. She also
reported that numerous trees were removed
from the site prior to construction and she didn’t
think it was a very green project.
Tollett reported that Mr. Tynberg was a partner
with Hunter Wheeler in a speculative home in
south Austin. Mr. Tynberg confirmed but stated
he would not be doing any additional business
with the builder. Tollett expressed concerns
about the precedent this application would set
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Jewiss reported that Dealey Herndon and
Council Member Brewster McCracken had
walked the area and discussed detention pond
issues with the owner and the architect. An
additional meeting is planned between the City
and the General Land Office. Pascoe hoped for
inclusion of the families of the Austin State
School residents regarding any discussion of the
future of the rest of the Austin State School site.
Historic Landmark Commission
C14H-07-0031C
718 Norwalk Land – Henry Colley House
Owner/Applicant:
Historic Landmark
Commission - applicant; John Gray, owner
Agent: Greg Smith
A demolition permit application necessitated
historic review of this property due to the age of
the house. The house straddles two lots and
includes an additional two vacant lots. It was
discovered that an African American, Henry
Colley (b. 1852 in Tennessee) was the original
owner. He bought the six acre property in 1884
from the former first lady of Texas, Lucadia
Christiana Nile Pease. In 1890 Mr. Colley sold
the western three acres, the Randalls site, to
George Washington Brackenridge; it is now part
of The University of Texas’ Brackenridge tract.
The Colley family owned the house until 1943
when it was sold to the Hays family. The Hays
family lived in the house until Mrs. Hays passed
away this summer. Her two daughters are
opposed to the designation and desire to sell the
entire four lots for development.
The Historic Landmark Commission, in a rare
super-majority vote, recommended this property
for historic zoning. WANG previously voted
electronically in support of the HLC recommendation.
Following the WANG board meeting the
Planning Commission voted to postpone this
item until Tuesday January 29, 2008. The City
Council vote remains scheduled for January 31,
2008.
Board of Adjustment
C15-2007-0125
2200 McCullough Street
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The applicants were allowed to postpone this
case.
Residential Design & Compatibility Commission
Case Number: 07-105908
2309 West 9th
Applicant/Agent: Jack Dabney
Owner: Carolyn Gibson Allen
The applicant has requested a modification to
allow a 17.5% increase in the floor-to-area (FAR)
ratio or square footage of gross floor area from
the maximum development permitted in the
LDC in order to construct a new single-family
residence.
The City mistakenly issued a permit for this
house in violation of the McMansion rules
regarding habitable attics. Exempt attics are
supposed to be contained within the roof but in
this case the rear gable did not meet that standard.
Several neighbors spoke in opposition to this
request and others filed letters of opposition.
The commissioners additionally questioned the
height of the building and asked that both the
survey results and the height calculation be supplied to the commission. The FAR request was
granted subject to verification of the height.

2105 Enfield
Agent: AJ Ghaddar, PE & Associates (AJ
Ghaddar)
Owner: Thomas and Janet Wood
Purpose: To re-subdivide an existing subdivision
of 1 lot (approximately 0.692 acres) into 4 lots.
Neighborhood Planning:
Jewiss noted the next meeting for our Central
West Austin Combined Neighborhood Planning
is scheduled for Wednesday, January 30, 2008,
6:45-9:00 pm, NEOS building at the Austin State
School, 2203 W. 35th St. Trees are the scheduled topic.
New Business:
Jewiss reports a developer is recommending to
the Regents that neighborhood support is not
necessary for the proposed Brackenridge Tract
development while the State retains ownership.
Harris recommends getting a survey out to residents in the WANG area because the Regents
are reported to let the bid for the planning in
April 2008.
WANG voted to renew its Austin
Neighborhoods Council (ANC) membership
and to provide Mayfield Park $250 in support
through Trowel & Error.
Harris reports the sidewalk study for the north
side of W. 35th Street, west of Mopac, is complete and the City determined a sidewalk was
not needed at the site.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

chased six acres of land in 1884 from the former First Lady of Texas, Lucadia Christiana
Niles Pease, including the land where the
House now sits. Three of these acres were sold
by the Colleys in 1890 to George W.
Brackenridge, and now are part of the
University of Texas’ Brackenridge Tract. Other
portions were sold incrementally throughout
the early 1900s, including the House with its
four lots which were conveyed to the Hays family in 1943.
Aided by the research that has been dedicated
to preserving this House, it has been revealed
that this area (west of Clarksville to the River)
appears to have contained a poorly documented settlement of freed slaves and other African
Americans in the late 1800s and the early
1900s. The former Governor of Texas, Elisha M.
Pease, also sold other portions west of the
I&GN Railroad (now MoPac) to freed slaves in
the years before his death in 1883. This House
appears to be one of the last remaining visible
links to the settlement and era. For the home of
a freed slave it is substantial and exceptional
not only for its location, but also for its condition and beauty.
West Austin Neighborhood Group (WANG)
supports this historic zoning as does the
Heritage Society of Austin (HSA) and many
individuals and property owners in the vicinity
of the House. Mrs. Hays’ two daughters oppose
the zoning change. The Planning Commission
will make a recommendation on this property
on Tuesday, January 29, 2008. The City Council
will make a final determination on Thursday,
January 31, 2008.

Graffiti Concerns

Planning Commission

By Constable Bruce Elfant

Site Plan-Variance Only: SP-2007-0484C Westminster Presbyterian
3208 Exposition, Taylor Slough South Watershed
Owner/Applicant: Westminster Presbyterian
Church (George Somerville)
Agent: Bury & Partners, (Kristi English)
The applicant requests a variance from the 25foot compatibility setback to a 5-foot setback for
a detention pond and water quality pond. (LDC
25-2-1063(B)
Westminster Presbyterian is requesting a variance for the location of its required detention/water quality pond. Representatives report
that tall privacy fences already block any view
from the neighbors. Their plans, calling for
replacing an existing driveway with the pond
and landscaping, were circulated to affected
neighbors.
The Planning Commission voted in favor of this
item on its January 15, 2008 consent agenda.
Resubdivision
Case Number: C8-2007-0148.0A
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Colley House

Historic Zoning of the Henry Colley
House 718 Norwalk Lane
Historic zoning for the Henry Colley House at
718 Norwalk Lane is currently pending before
the Planning Commission and City Council.
Historic zoning of this House would recognize
the cultural history of Reconstruction Era Austin
and the lives of African-Americans of the period.
The original owners of the House were Henry
and Ebby Colley, both likely born into slavery in
the 1850s and emancipated. The Colleys pur-

The Neighbor

By all accounts graffiti vandalism is more prevalent than ever nationally and will cause more
than $8 billion in damage this year to public,
business and residential property. According to
Tony Casarez, program coordinator for the
Austin Graffiti Abatement Program, reported
graffiti cases in Austin during the last five years
have increased four-fold to more than 15,000
this year. Texas law makes it a crime to “intentionally or knowingly make markings with
aerosol paint, indelible marker or an etching or
engraving device on tangible property without consent of the owner.” Penalties
for graffiti vandalism range
from a Class B misdemeanor to a first degree
felony depending on the
amount of loss suffered by a
property owner and what
was vandalized. It is also a
Class C misdemeanor
offense in Texas and most
states to sell spray paint to a
minor.
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Graffiti experts have identified four main types
of graffiti – tagging, satanic/hate, gang, and
generic (non-threatening messages like "Bobby
loves Suzy" or "Class of 2007"). Tagging graffiti
tends to be more ornate while gang graffiti uses
symbols. Gang graffiti is used to mark gang territory, list members, offer drugs or contraband
for sale, or send warnings to rivals. It may
include letters, symbols, or numbers known
only by gangs and law enforcement. Ideological
or hate graffiti is any racial, religious, or cultural slur. The National Council to Prevent
Delinquency reports that about 80% of graffiti is
tagger graffiti. Nationally, gang graffiti represents only about 10% of all graffiti. Graffiti vandals represent every social, ethnic and economic background. Suburban males from preteen to their early 20s commit approximately
about half of all graffiti vandalism.
Every professional I have referenced for this article agrees that the most effective strategy to discourage graffiti vandalism is to immediately
remove the graffiti. Graffiti vandals want their
work to be seen and swift removal tends to
defeat their purpose and causes them to move
on to areas that put up less resistance. Austin
City ordinance requires property owners to
remove graffiti within 30 days. The Austin Youth
Development Project (854-4125) will come
and remove graffiti within 24 to 48 hours at no
charge. The City of Austin also makes available
paint and brushes for neighborhood associations that wish to organize graffiti rapid
response teams. Interestingly, another strategy
that has proven effective is to turn a graffitiplagued wall into a mural. For whatever reason,
murals are rarely disturbed and can be a good
way to involve young artists in our community.
The Austin Police Department employs a single
detective whose responsibility is to investigate
graffiti vandalism. Detective Kevin Bartles
strongly urges that every graffiti incident be
photographed and reported. The use of surveillance cameras in hot spots is encouraged. Any
information and photos regarding patterns of
types of graffiti, locations of graffiti and descriptions of any suspicious looking characters
should be reported to Detective Bartles at 9745531 or Kevin.bartles@ci.austin.tx.us. He is
also available to speak to neighborhood and
civic organizations.
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