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   The Austin Police Department’s Central West District Representative Unit wants to help make your 2002 one of the safest. We look forward to working closely with you this year to reduce all neighborhood-based crime in your community. To help achieve this we will be working closely with your community in setting up neighborhood watches, performing free home security inspections, as well as working with you to help reduce your chances of being a victim of crime.
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Let’s Start A Neighborhood Watch

   People always ask us “How can I help reduce crime on my street?” One answer is with a Neighborhood Watch. They are easy to set up and can be fun for you and your neighbors. Why is a neighborhood watch effective? They are effective because they put more eyes on the street looking for crime. They also establish lines of communication between you and your neighbors. One aspect of a Neighborhood Watch is the “phone tree”. With a phone tree you can easily communicate with the homes on your street. For instance, you are going out of town for a long get away weekend. You use your phone tree to alert your neighbors that your are going away and not expecting anyone at the house. When a neighbor sees a white van parked in your driveway and someone walking around the house, he knows to call the police because that person does not belong there. Neighborhood Watches are proven effective at reducing crime.

   So, now I am sure you are asking “So how do I set up a Neighborhood Watch?” What we need is one person on the street to be the “Block Captain”, or 

coordinator of the Neighborhood Watch. If you are interested in forming a Neighborhood Watch or being a block captain, call us at 974-5340 and set up a time to have a district representative meet with you and your neighbors. This meeting will involve the creation of your phone tree, as well as getting you and your neighbors the proper information you will need for your neighborhood watch. This meeting will not require a large time commitment and is all you need to get your neighborhood watch started. 

--Brent Dupre, Central West District Representative
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Day Labor Site News

On January 1, 2002, the City of Austin took over the Day labor site at 4916 N. I35 WF. With the weather improving, the amount of people seeking day labor at the site is increasing. While it is good that those seeking day labor are getting off the streets, this does put extra pressure on a facility that is reaching it’s capacity. The City of Austin Health Dept., which coordinates the program, has begun looking into “satellite” Day labor sites. The first one will be near Downtown, but still in a commercial area as is the original site. The neighborhood surrounding the Day Labor site has had a decrease in the crime rate since it’s inception. And the Health Dept. hopes this trend continues with the new “Satellite locations” as they develop. Future locations will be farther south and north. The City Health Department is also seeking to find a “Faith Based” organization to take over managing these Day Labor facilities. 

--Steve Farmer #944, District Representative over Day Labor Site
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Home Security Inspections

Have you heard about the FREE HOME SECURITY INSPECTIONS done by the Austin Police Department Volunteers? That’s right the Austin Police Department through the Volunteers in Policing program offers free home security inspections. The free home inspection serves two purposes (1) You are target hardening your residence decreasing the chances that you will be the victim of a home burglary, (2) You may qualify for as much as a 15% reduction in your homeowners insurance. So make the call today to 

Ofc Andrew Dixon at 512-974-5340 to schedule your free home security inspection today.

--Andrew Dixon #3977, Central West

District Representative
[image: image4.png]



Keeping your Vehicle Safe

Last year there were over 3,300 estimated auto thefts in the City of Austin. In Austin the top five stolen vehicles are Chevy/GM pickups, Chevy/GM Suburbans, Honda Accord, Buick LeSabre, and Oldsmobile Cutlass.  

The Austin Police Department Auto Theft Interdiction Project (ATIP) has two programs to deter auto thefts.  One program is the Help End Auto Theft (HEAT) decal registration program.  A HEAT registered vehicle displays special decals that authorize law enforcement officials to stop the vehicle between the hours of 1 to 5 am.

Another program is the vehicle identification number ( V.I.N.) etching.  All vehicles have a federally assigned identification number.  The etching of a VIN on the windows of a vehicle deters auto thieves because it is more difficult to dispose of property that is identifiable.  

Both of these programs are offered through the joint efforts of ATIP and the District Representatives. The next scheduled such event is April 24, 2002 at Northcross Mall, 2525 W. Anderson Lane, from 9:00am - 1:00pm.

Let's "take a bite out of crime" and get those vehicles registered/etched!  Hope to see you there!

--Juan Suarez #1261, Central West District Representative
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Victim Services News

The Victim Services Division of the police department is available to any 

Citizen who has been a victim of crime or trauma within the Austin City limits.  

It is your right as a victim to request and utilize these services, which are free of charge to you.  A victim services counselor is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for emergency situations.  If your call is not an emergency or you require additional information, you may contact our main office during regular business hours at 974-5037.

As your victim services counselor for the Central West Area Command, it is my responsibility to serve you and the district representative officers with various tasks.  I am available for crisis counseling, mediation and problem solving, and referrals and resource information.  My office hours are 7:30 am - 5:30 PM Monday through 

Thursday, but my schedule is flexible and I can adjust my hours to meet your 

needs.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me directly at 

974-5439.  I look forward to speaking with you!

--Rachel Wilson, Central West Victim Services Counselor
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Abandoned Vehicles

Is there a vehicle on your street that you think may be abandoned? Call our abandoned vehicles unit at 837-6078. They take your report, tag the vehicle, and tow away any vehicle that is in violation. If you have questions as to whether a vehicle is on private property, or is a junked vehicle, you can call the abandoned vehicle unit with questions, or call you District Representative.
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Visit our Website!

If you have not already been to the Police Department’s website please visit us next time you are online at:

www.ci.austin.tx.us/police
You can find crime statistics for your Neighborhood, apartment complex, or zip code. You can also view composite drawings of suspects, APD news releases, and a phone list of helpful numbers. If you want any information on Crime Stoppers, there is link to the Capital Area Crime Stoppers website as well. So please stop by next time you are surfing the web, you just might find the answers you were looking for.

     In the next column some crime statistics from March 2001 versus March 2002 are listed. Below the offense listed is the numbered title code the Department uses for reporting. The next column will give the number of crimes committed in March 2001, followed by the number committed in 2002. The last column is the percent change between the two years. If you have any questions feel free to call.

     The Central West Commander’s Forums will be held at the Holiday Inn at 183/Mopac on May 21st, August 20th, and November 19th. Hope to see you there!
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Comments and Suggestions to

Brent.dupre@ci.austin.tx.us 

Crime Statistics for March 2002

Offense
2001
2002
% Change

Rape

200's
5
2
-60%

Robbery

300's
8
13
63%

Aggravated Assault

400's
7
7
0%

Burglary

500-503
59
69
17%

Auto Theft

700-701
17
13
-24%

BOV

601
220
154
-30%

(BOV stands for Burglary Of Vehicle)

As shown above, robberies have gone up from 8 in 2001 to 13 in 2002. In past years crimes against immigrants have gone unreported due to their fear of being deported. APD has been reaching out to immigrant communities educating them that crimes they report will have no negative consequences on them. Immigrants have been easy targets due to the fact that they hold large amounts of cash, as they were not able to get a bank account without a social security number. However, Wells Fargo now offers bank accounts with an ID only. We would also like to remind you of the purse snatchings at grocery stores across the city. Five suspects have been arrested for these crimes, but we would still like you to keep this in mind when you visit the grocery store. Many of the victims have had force used against them upgrading the crime from a theft to a robbery. Please be aware of your surroundings at all times, even as you shop. Use bag boys to help you unload groceries in your car and do not leave your purse or wallet in the cart while you shop. Burglaries have gone up in March as well, so please call us for your free Home Security Inspection so we can assist you make your home a fortress against property crime.







