
JOIN US AT WANG’S ANNUAL
SOCIAL AND MEETING

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2007
10:00 AM TO NOON, 

THE AMPHITHEATRE AT 
LAGUNA GLORIA. 

by Happy Harris
President Elect

The West Austin Neighborhood
Group will host its 2007 Annual
Meeting and Social.  We are especial-
ly excited this year to have our event
on the spectacular grounds of Laguna
Gloria, Clara Driskoll’s wonderful old
estate.  Thanks to years of dedicated
restoration efforts of both the house
and grounds by the Austin Museum of
Art, we couldn't ask for a more pic-
turesque setting. 

Coffee, sodas and breakfast bites will
satiate your palate in advance of our
program.  OK, maybe not, but at least
your stomach won't growl and every-
thing promises to be tasty!

We so often talk about our neighbor-
hood issues in terms of our homes
and our streetscapes but perhaps we

should look to our business neighbors
as well.  West Austin is not blessed by
an overwhelming number of dining
and shopping options, and few are
legacies.  Maybe we as neighbors will
create opportunities for more busi-
nesses through the neighborhood
planning process under way for West
Austin. We certainly will have a brief
discussion of the status of the Central
West Austin Neighborhood Plan.

But this is an opportunity to celebrate
our lost businesses.  It's too bad the
"iconic" businesses weren't much of
an issue in 2004 down at City Hall for
we might be celebrating several busi-
nesses that had served us for over 50
years if not for certain conditions
beyond anyone’s control. 

We belatedly will pay homage to our
special restaurant, Holiday House,
where we shared friendship, fellow-
ship and community for over 50 years
and across many generations over
tasty burgers, grilled cheese sand-
wiches, fried catfish and shakes.  Not
all at once of course but that’s anoth-
er story you’ll have to ask me about.
Also hear a tribute to Broaddus
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Experience home entertainment that 
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!!AUSTIN STATE SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT ALERT!!
The City Council will be considering a MULTIFAMILY (MF) ZONING PROPOSAL for
part of the Austin State School property along Exposition. Multifamily zoning along
Exposition could set a precedent for zoning of the Austin State School tract that would
(threaten/be incompatible with) our single-family neighborhood. Please contact the City
Council to let them know your opinion the creation of multifamily zoning at the Austin
State School property on Exposition:

Mayor Will Wynn: 974-2250, will.wynn@ci.austin.tx.us
Mayor Pro Tem Betty Dunkerley: 974-2258, betty.dunkerley@ci.austin.tx.us
Council Member Sheryl Cole 974-2266, sheryl.cole@ci.austin.tx.us
Council Member Jennifer Kim 974-2255, jennifer.kim@ci.austin.tx.us
Council Member Lee Leffingwell 974-2260, lee.leffingwell@ci.austin.tx.us
Council Member Mike Martinez 974-2264, mike.martinez@ci.austin.tx.us
Council Member Brewster McCracken 974-2256, brewster.mccracken@ci.austin.tx.us



our say in it and make it the place we
want it to be.  

We hope to see you at our annual
meeting, Saturday, October 13th!

ZONING AND VARIANCE
REQUESTS

by Blake Tollett

This report contains the past year’s
requests to the Board of Adjustment
(BofA) for variances from the City’s
Land Development Code (LDC),
requests to the Residential Design
and Compatibility Commission
(RDCC) for modifications from the
LDC requirements under the
Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards (I.E.-the
“McMansion” ordinance), and
other land use change requests,
such as rezoning, that after review
and deliberation by the Executive
Committee (ExComm) were voted
on to be opposed by WANG.
Following a description of the case
will be the outcome or resolution.

V A R I A N C E
REQUESTS

C15-06-106
604 Upson
Owner: Bianca
De Leon

The original
v a r i a n c e
requests were
as follows:
The applicant
requested a
variance to
decrease the
minimum side
yard setback
r e q u i r e m e n t
from 5 feet to 0
feet (along an
alley) in order
to erect a two-
family residen-
tial use in an SF-
3 zoning dis-
trict.
The applicant

requested a variance to decrease
the minimum rear yard setback
from 10 feet to 5 feet in order to
erect a two-family residential use in
an SF-3 zoning district.

In addition to WANG’s opposition,
there was overwhelming neighbor
opposition. At the September 2006
hearing a postponement was grant-
ed to applicant, and the applicant
subsequently withdrew these vari-
ance requests without prejudice.
Early in 2007 the following modi-
fied variance requests were refiled:

C15-06-106
604 Upson
Owner: Bianca
De Leon

The applicant
requested a vari-
ance to decrease
the minimum
side-yard setback
requirement from
5 feet to 2.6 feet

(along the alley) in order to erect a
two-family residential use in an SF-
3 zoning district.
The applicant requested a variance
to decrease the minimum rear-yard
setback requirement from 10 feet to
5 feet in order to erect a two-family
residential use in an SF-3 zoning
district.

At the January 2007 BofA meeting,
the side yard or alley encroachment
was denied and the rear yard or
north property line encroachment
request was granted.
C15-06-141
3306 Enfield road
Owner:
Aaron Googins 695-3453

The applicant requested a variance
to increase the maximum impervi-
ous coverage requirement from
45% to 55% in order to erect a cir-
cular driveway for an existing sin-
gle-family residence in an SF-3 zon-
ing district.

The BofA denied this variance
request at its December 2006 meet-
ing.
C15-06-151
1702 Winsted Lane
Owner/Applicant: Martin Dane
Howell 924-6981

The applicant requested a variance
to decrease the minimum side yard
setback from 5 feet to 2 feet in order
to complete an attached open car-
port along the south property line
for a single-family residence in an
SF-3 zoning district.

Chevron that cared for our cars,
especially when we did not, and
that might sell us a candy bar made
from industrialized cow's milk while
we waited and to R.A. Lewis Florists
that closed after many years of pro-
viding bouquets of flowers for near-
ly every event and venue you could
think of.  I suspect more than a
handful of boutonnières and cor-
sages, not to mention "I love you"
and "I'm sorry dear" roses.  I remem-
ber that it always smelled good in
there!  We have asked each business
to come for a presentation and we
hope that both the families and the
employees whose smiling faces
greeted us every day will be there.
And we hope you will be there to
share your memories with us all.  Yes
there are numerous other businesses
that have disappeared over the
years, but these three are icons.
Perhaps next year, we will celebrate
our surviving businesses such as
Tarrytown Pharmacy, unless they
start serving hot dogs and other tasty
goodies.

We will be making a special presen-
tation to the Friends of Deep Eddy
for the Herculean restoration of the
Deep Eddy Bath House which some
of us remember as the Nature
Center.  FODE, in partnership with
the city has given not just West
Austin but all of Austin a gift that we
can all be very grateful for.  We will
recognize their hard work and self-
less dedication.

Lastly, we have asked the Austin
Museum of Art to tell us what they
have been up to at Laguna Gloria,
describe the restoration of the muse-
um and the grounds, and tell us a bit
about what is planned for this jewel
of West Austin.  Could Fiesta
return???  You won't know if you
don't come.

This year's program entices us to
look at and embrace our past as we
prepare for the future of West Austin.
Please join us!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Gwen Jewiss

As is the tradition with the Annual
President’s Message, I’ve spent some
time, going back over documents,
looking at what has transpired in the
past year.  Obviously the big
item––Neighborhood Planning––final-
ly commenced in early summer.  The
process has a long road still ahead but
more about that in a minute.

Some of the other issues we were con-
cerned with are still up in the air––the
Brackenridge Tract Taskforce
Recommendations, how to protect our
urban tree canopy, what to do about
the need for sidewalks in our neigh-
borhood without creating ‘sidewalks
to nowhere’, and so on.  This is not to
say that nothing is happening on these
fronts!  We expect that the Taskforce
will make a statement later this fall.
They have been kept apprised of the
status of our neighborhood planning
progress and are invited to participate.
Members of our Executive Committee
have had ongoing dialogues with City
staff on both the sidewalk and tree
issues, and we look forward to eventu-
al policy modifications on both of
these issues.

Some events of this past year have also
driven home the fact that we are not
always in control of our environs.  The
rains of this summer and resultant
floodwaters not only kept us from
enjoying Town Lake and area pools for
weeks on end but also obliterated
much of the work done by the Friends
of Red Bud Isle.  The repair work at the
Johnson Creek Hike
& Bike Trail is
months behind
schedule, due in
part to weather
delays.  Earlier in
the year windstorms
wreaked havoc on
our mature trees,
toppling some,
claiming large
limbs from others
and taking down

power lines in the process leaving
some neighbors in the dark for days.
All of this points me to the fact that no
matter how sedate our area may
appear to the casual observer, there is
always change brewing.  Take for
instance the apprehension about the
so-called McMansion Ordinance, and
how it would either put an end to
investment in the neighborhood, or
drive builders to construct cookie-cut-
ter boxes that bulge at the limits of the
new setback planes.  Of course, nei-
ther has really happened.  Teardowns
have lessened a bit.  Projects still have
the challenges of wrapping themselves
around big old live oaks, maintaining
the same setbacks as their neighbors
and meeting the goals of clients and
developers.  There are still provisions
for things that don’t quite fit into the
rules as written.  Everyone needs to be
reasonable.
That brings me back to our
Neighborhood Planning effort.  You’ve
all seen previous messages where I’ve
written about how we all need to par-
ticipate in the process, the more who
contribute the better the outcome.  All
of this is still true!  Seeing the dia-
logue, sometimes heated, during the
last few visioning and goal setting ses-
sions, I am even more convinced that
participation by all of us is key.  NPZD
Department Director, Greg Guernsey,
talked to us about the City not having
density targets for our neighborhood.
None the less, with variances going to
City Council, we know that we must
be prepared with the “what if’s”, for
the future development – be it in the
near or distant future.  The change will
come sooner or later, so let’s all have
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Tarrytown Pharmacy 
Serving West Austin for 68 years 

Your source for tasteful gifts, premier bath lines, fun toys, 
home fragrances, frames, prescriptions, and more.  

Free gift wrapping and we deliver. 

2425 Exposition Blvd., Ste. D 
512-478-6419 
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that an application for modification
denied by the RDCC does not pre-
clude the applicant from seeking a
variance from the building code at
the Board of Adjustment. Conversely,
a denial by the BofA of a variance
does not preclude the filing of a
request for modification by the
RDCC if the request fits under the
RDCC guidelines. 

Case number 07120553
1303 West 29th Street
Owner: Durrett Interests, LLC 472-
3100
Applicant/Agent: Hugh Randolph
796-4001
The applicant requested a modifica-
tion for a 25% increase in FAR from
the maximum development permit-
ted in the LDC in order to construct
a new two-story duplex.
The applicant requested a modifica-
tion for a 20% increase in the maxi-
mum height of the side setback plane
permitted in the LDC in order to con-

struct a new two-
story duplex.

Case number
07120545
1305 West 29th
Street
Owner: Durrett
Interests, LLC 472-
3100
Applicant/Agent:
Hugh Randolph
796-4001

The applicant
requested a modifi-
cation for a 25%
increase in FAR from
the maximum devel-
opment permitted
by the LDC in order
to construct a new
two-story duplex.

The properties cov-
ered by these
requests are just off
North Lamar on
29th Street and are
on the border

between Bryker Woods and
Pemberton Heights Neighborhood
Associations. WANG was notified by
the City and asked to weigh in by our
sister organizations. The modifica-
tions were denied by the RDCC in
July. The applicant refiled the
requests with modifications.
Case Number 07-120545
1303 West 29th Street
Owner: Durrett Interests 472-3100
Applicant: Hugh Randolph 796-
4001

The applicant requested a modifica-
tion to allow a 9% increase in the
maximum floor-to-area ratio or max-
imum square footage of gross floor
area to construct a new duplex.
Case Number 07-120545
1305 West 29th Street
Owner: Durrett Interests 472-3100
Applicant: Hugh Randolph 796-4001
The applicant requested a modifica-
tion to allow a 6% increase in the
maximum floor-to-area ration or

maximum square footage of gross
floor area to construct a new duplex.

West Austin, Bryker Woods and
Pemberton Neighborhood
Associations again opposed the
requests, but the RDCC granted the
modifications.

Case Number: 07-103538
2710 Carlton Road
Applicant/Owner: Ron & Alice
Scharfe 478-5645

The applicant has requested a modi-
fication of 10% in the FAR (floor to
area ratio) from the maximum devel-
opment permitted in section 2.1
Subchapter F: Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards in order to
construct a new two story single fam-
ily residence. 

The requested modifications were
granted by the RDCC.

Case Number 07-143970
2006 Hopi Trail
Owner: Marie Coleman/Steven
Nacamuli 461-5181 

The applicant has requested a modi-
fication to allow a 25% increase in
the maximum floor-to-area ratio or
maximum square footage of gross
floor area to allow for the construc-
tion of a new single-family residence.

The applicant has requested a modi-
fication to allow a 91% increase in
the maximum side wall length before
articulation is required to construct a
new single-family residence. 

This case has been postponed until
the 1 October meeting of the RDCC.
REZONING REGUEST

C14-2007-0084
Owner: Austin Elm Terrace (Steve
Beuerlein) 472-3020
Agent: Alice Glasco consulting (Alice
Glasco) 231-8110
Location: 3215 Exposition Boulevard
Proposed Zoning Change: 
From: Unzoned

The BofA denied this variance
request at its February 2007 meeting.
C15-07-0045
3211 Bridle Path
Applicant/Owner: Bob Silverman
477-0605
Agent: Jim Bennett 282-3079
The applicant requested a variance
to decrease the minimum front street
setback requirement from 25 feet to
17 feet 6 inches in order to remodel
and erect an addition to an existing
single-family residence.
The applicant requested a variance
to increase the maximum F.A.R
requirement of the Residential
Design and Compatibility Standards
from 4.0 to 6.1 in order to remodel
and erect an addition to an existing
single-family residence.
The applicant requested a variance
to increase the side setback plane
exception for existing single-story
buildings requirement of the
Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards from 30 feet
to 54 feet and 7 inches in order to
remodel and erect an addition to an
existing single-family residence.
The applicant requested a variance
from the requirement to comply with
the Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards which
requires that a side wall of a building
that is more than 15 feet high and is
an average distance of 15 feet or less
from an interior lot line may not
extend in an unbroken plane for
more than 32 feet along a side lot
line. To break the plane, a perpendi-
cular wall articulation of not less
than four feet, for a distance along
the side property line of not less than
10 feet, is required. 

The BofA denied these variance
requests in May 2007 and the appli-
cant requested reconsideration. At
the September 2007 meeting of the
BofA, reconsideration was granted.
After discussion the Board voted to
deny all requests for variance. This is
a final decision.
MODIFICATION REQUESTS-RESI-
DENTIAL DESIGN COMPATABILITY
COMMISSION (RDCC)

The RDCC was set up as a way for
homeowners and developers to
obtain small modifications to the
Residential Design and
Compatibility Standards, the
“McMansion” ordinance, enacted in
September of 2006. After discussion,
the WANG Executive Committee
adopted a policy of treating requests
for modifications similar to requests
for variances. We will look more
closely at new construction, espe-
cially requests for modification in
FAR, or modifications that result in
“looming”. As originally enacted, the
commission may approve:

A. An increase of up to 25 percent in
the:

1. Maximum floor-to-area ratio
or maximum square footage of gross
floor area;

2. Maximum linear feet of gables
or dormers protruding from the set-
back plane;

3. Maximum side wall length
before articulation is required; or

4. Maximum height of the side or
rear setback plane; or
B. A decrease of up to 25 percent in
the minimum depth or length of a

required wall articulation.

The RDCC may, after a public hear-
ing, approve a modification if it
determines that the proposed devel-
opment is compatible in scale and
bulk with the structures in the vicin-
ity of the development. In making
this determination, the commission
shall consider:

1. The recommendation of the
neighborhood plan team, if any;
2. The development’s:
a. Compliance with neighborhood
design guidelines, if any;
b. Consistency with the streetscape
of the properties in the area;
c. Consistency with the massing,
scale, and proximity of structures
located on either side of or behind
the development;
d. Impact on privacy of adjacent
rear yards; and
e. Topography and lot shape; and
3. For a development of an entire
block, whether the development will
have a negative impact on adjacent
property.

The RDCC has further restrictions on
its modification powers when local,
state or national historic landmark
properties are involved directly or
indirectly. 

Unlike requests for variances to the
LDC from the Board of Adjustment,
there does not have to be a finding of
“hardship’. A party adversely affect-
ed by a decision of the RDCC has the
right to appeal that decision to the
City Council. What is interesting is

�
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Harris, Jewiss, Keene and Tollett
Guests:  Lynn and Louis Renaud,
Kelly Tormaschy, Michael Conner,
Anne Smalling, Richard Smalling,
Dan Garrison, Richard Suttle, James
Powell, Noel Paulette, Ila Falvey,
Richard Miscoe

On a motion by Harris the minutes of
the previous meeting were unani-
mously approved.

Speakers:

Officer Dana Munguia, our APD rep-
resentative, spoke about issues affect-
ing our neighborhood.  She prepared
maps noting the locations and sum-
mary totals of burglaries and thefts
from January 1 – August 31 for this
year compared to last year.  Burglary
of Residence was down slightly from
last year, 33 vs. 36, as was Burglary of
Non-Residence (including sheds and
carports), 16 vs. 24.  However, there
was a substantial increase in Burglary
of Vehicle reports, up 66% to 116
from 70.  Auto thefts were unchanged
at 7 reports for both years.  Officer
Munguia noted that August is typical-
ly the worst month for Burglary of
Vehicle reports, before kids go back
to school, and the entire City of
Austin has seen a 20% increase.  She
advises not leaving any valuables in
the car, parking off-street if possible
and locking the vehicle at all times.
Jewiss said she had received reports
of increased criminal activity in the
vicinity of Westover Rd. and
Exposition Blvd.  Increased patrols
have been directed to the area.
Officer Munguia reports that
increased use of email by neighbors
keeps residents better informed but
may also give the faulty impression
crime rates have increased.  

Officer Munguia informed us that
traveling gypsies often arrive in
Austin in the spring and fall and work
the neighborhoods targeting elderly
residents for scams and theft.  They
often knock on doors, using ruses
such as having seen a squirrel go into
the attic or chimney and offering to
screen off the access point.
Sometimes they leave behind paint
markings identifying the house for
accomplices.  She advises caution
with strangers and notes that while
legitimate construction workers typi-
cally go directly to and from a job-
site, the travelers often meander
through the neighborhoods.

Alguire asked about towing response
times for boats illegally parked on the
street after orange tagging.  Officer
Munguia reported things were a little
backed up with the returning stu-
dents but the problem boats should
be removed shortly.

Officer Munguia noted there was still
some confusion regarding the use of
311 vs. 911.  If an officer is needed
right away 911 is correct but 311
should be used for simple report fil-
ing.

Residents may email Officer
Munguia for free security surveys.   

Officer Dana Munguia
Central West DR
(512) 974-5440
dana.munguia@ci.austin.tx.us

Land Issues:

A.  Historic Landmark Commission
Demolition Permit Application
3200 Bowman Avenue
Owner:  Richard and Anne Smalling

Applicant: Armbrust & Brown LLP
(Richard Suttle)

At the August 27, 2007 Historic
Landmark Commission meeting it
was decided to go ahead and place
the estate under review for Historic
Landmark status after several recusals
threatened a postponement for con-
sideration of the demolition permit.  

Historic Landmark Commission staff
recommended releasing the demoli-
tion permit upon completion of HABS
Level II documentation.  Historic
American Building Survey (HABS)
Level II is one of four levels of docu-
mentation available for use in record-
ing historic buildings.  Staff reported
that the house, while very impressive,
and with very significant historical
associations, has suffered a great deal
of deterioration; efforts to restore it
have not been successful. The house
at 2407 Harris Boulevard (Reed
Estate) has been landmarked for its
associations with Malcolm Reed; the
Roberta Crenshaw Pedestrian Bridge
on the Town Lake Hike and Bike Trail
commemorates her contributions to
the park system of Austin.
The applicants were present and dis-
cussed their history with the property.
Anne Smalling reported they have

To: MF-1-Multifamily Residence
(Limited Density) district is intended
to accommodate multifamily use
with a maximum density of up to 17
units per acre, depending on unit
size. The district is appropriate for
residential neighborhoods having a
mixture of single family and multi-
family uses, as a buffer between sin-
gle-family neighborhoods and higher
density uses, and in selected areas
where limited density multifamily
use is desirable. 

On the 1st of April of this year the
State of Texas auctioned off a little
more than two acres of the Austin
State School (ASS) property on the
east side of Exposition boulevard
where the old assistant superinten-
dent’s house was located. All of the
ASS property is currently unzoned.
WANG opposes the applicant’s
above referenced request for zoning
(MF-1 allows single family dwellings,
duplexes, two family dwellings,
townhouses and apartments) of the
property as being too intense of a
use. The overwhelming majority of
the neighborhoods across Exposition
Boulevard to the west are zoned SF-
3, single family/duplex. The City staff
report recommended a zoning of SF-
6 (SF-6 allows single family
dwellings, duplexes, two family
dwellings, townhouses and condo-
miniums).  The matter went to the
Planning Commission, and after a
heated discussion, the commission
passed on to the City Council the
applicant’s request of a zoning of MF-
1. This matter will be going to City
Council in late September.

OTHER LAND MATTERS

There has still been no resolution of
the building of the structure at 505
Deep Eddy. As reported in last year’s
Annual, the requests for variances
from the LDC, or in the alternative, a
rezoning of the property from resi-
dential to commercial, have been
withdrawn with prejudice by the
owner, and the owner has asked for a
certificate of occupancy. The crux of

the matter here is that since it has
been determined the structure was
built illegally (without benefit of the
correct building permit) back in the
fall of 2005, and that when the per-
mit was correctly pulled in 2006 the
Interim Residential Design
Compatibility Standards (McMansion
ordinance) had been enacted, and
that the structure as built is in viola-
tion of that ordinance, the City won’t
issue a certificate of occupancy until
there has been compliance with the
ordinance.  It is a tangled situation,
and the house hasn’t been occupied
but only used for storage since it was
built. There is an ongoing lawsuit

over the City’s refusal to issue the cer-
tificate of occupancy, and WANG is
an interested party in the matter.

SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES
Chris Alguire

Secretary

The Executive Committee (ExComm)
of the West Austin Neighborhood
Group (WANG) held its August
monthly meeting on Thursday,
September 6, 2007 at the Lion’s
Municipal Golf Course Clubhouse.
President Jewiss called us to order at
6:39 p.m.
ExComm members present:  Alguire,
Basciano, Cannatti, Cary, Edwards,

“National Pizza Company of the Year”

HOWDY NEIGHBOR

2401 Lake Austin Blvd. 478-6600
www.mangiapizza.com
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The agenda item stated the following:
The applicant has requested a vari-
ance to decrease the minimum front
street setback requirement of Section
25-2-492 (D) from 25 feet to 17 feet 6
inches in order to remodel and erect
an addition to an existing single-fam-
ily residence in an “SF-3”, Family
Residence zoning district.

The applicant has requested a vari-
ance to increase the maximum F.A.R.
requirement of Subchapter F:
Residential Design and Compatibility
Standards Article 2: Development
Standards Section 2.1 from 0.4 to 1.0
to .61 to 1.0 in order to remodel and
erect an addition to an existing single-
family residence in an “SF-3”, Family
Residence zoning district.
The applicant has requested a
variance to increase the side
setback plane exception for
existing single-story build-
ings requirement of
Subchapter F: Residential
Design and Compatibility
Standards Article 2:
Development Standards
Section 2.6 (E) (a) from 30
feet to 54 feet 7 inches in
order to remodel and erect
an addition to an existing sin-
gle-family residence in an
“SF-3”, Family Residence
zoning district.

The applicant has requested
a variance from the require-
ment to comply with
Subchapter F: Residential
Design and Compatibility
Standards Article 2:
Development Standards
Section 2.7 which requires
that a side wall of a building
that is more than 15 feet high
and is an average distance of
15 feet or less from an interi-
or lot line may not extend in
an unbroken plane for more
than 32 feet along a side lot
line. To break the plane, a
perpendicular wall articula-
tion of not less than four feet,
for a distance along the side

property line of not less than 10 feet,
is required.
We were notified of the following
modifications:

The requested FAR has been reduced
from 0.62 to 0.5.  The “McMansion”
ordinance allows 0.4 FAR and per-
mits the Residential Design
Compatibility Commission (RDCC) to
approve up to a 25% increase to 0.5.
The second floor over the garage area
that penetrated the forward setback
was removed, pushing the upper
building line back approximately 7
feet to the 25-foot setback line.
The applicants are proposing an
increase in the starting point of the
allowed side setback plane to 16.5

feet.  The side setback plane is
required to begin at a height of 15 feet
at the property line though the RDCC
can approve up to a maximum of
18.75 feet.

The applicants are requesting that the
new construction of the side walls
extend to 40 feet before articulation
with a reduction in articulation depth
from 4 feet to 3 feet.   Articulation is
required after 32 feet and the RDCC
can extend that 25% to 40 feet.  The
RDCC can also decrease the allow-
able depth of articulation from 4 feet
to 3 feet.
WANG continued its opposition to
the increased FAR.  At its September
10, 2007 meeting the Board of

been residents of Austin for twelve
years and have children in school in
central Austin.  They purchased the
property with the intent to reside
there long-term; they were the back-
up offer and feel blessed to have
ended up with the property.  Anne
spoke about loving the location and
wanting to preserve the home.  

The house was evaluated and mold
remediation undertaken.  According
to reports, the roofing and walls are
dilapidated and are allowing water
incursion resulting in structural dam-
age and mold.   It was noted that both
the stucco and wood siding and the
roof tiles were leaking and that the
underlayment had completely disin-
tegrated.  The consultants and engi-
neers advise that in order to restore
the structures both the exterior walls
and the roof would have to be com-
pletely removed and replaced after
repairing any additional damage
found in the framing and piers.  High
mold levels resulted in further recom-
mendations to remove large portions
of the interior wall and ceiling mate-
rials.

The applicants argue that restoration
of this shell would result in a copy of
the original home.  They also report
restoration estimates in the $1 mil-
lion to $2 million range at this
time.  The Smallings note that
other bidders and potential
buyers would break up the
entire 7± acres for develop-
ment.  They plan to allow 4-5
homes to be built while main-
taining the majority of the par-
cel intact. 

Anne Smalling stated they
should have spoken with the
neighborhood association
prior to filing the demolition
application and that she was
surprised by the amount of
opposition at the initial
Historic Landmark
Commission hearing.  She
reported they had met with
several neighbors and the Tarry

House and hadn’t previously
encountered any resistance.

Cannatti noted the importance of
Roberta Crenshaw to our neighbor-
hood and the City of Austin as well as
the personal ties many residents and
ExComms still hold dear.  Roberta’s
grand niece spoke passionately of her
memories of the property and her dis-
may over its possible loss, especially
after so many of the older neighbor-
hood homes have been demolished
lately.

The Historic Landmark Commission
will consider this item at its upcom-
ing September 24, 2007 meeting.
WANG has not yet voted pending the
outcome of a meeting between the
Smallings and the Austin Heritage
Society.

B.  Residential Design and
Compatibility Commission

Case Number 07-142155
1701 Schulle Avenue
Owner: Paul Huggins

The applicant has requested a mod-
ification to allow a 6.25% increase
in the maximum side wall length
before articulation is required to
construct a second story addition to

a single family residence.

WANG took no action on this minor
adjustment to a remodel.

Case Number 07-143970
2006 Hopi Trail
Owner: Marie Coleman/Steven
Nacamuli

The applicant has requested a modifi-
cation to allow a 25% increase in the
maximum floor-to-area ratio or maxi-
mum square footage of gross floor
area to allow for the construction of a
new single-family residence.

The applicant has requested a modifi-
cation to allow a 91% increase in the
maximum side wall length before
articulation is required to construct a
new single-family residence. 

On a motion by Tollett with a second
by Alguire WANG voted to oppose
these requests prior to the meeting.
The RDCC postponed this item pend-
ing review of the sizes or nearby
homes.

C.  Board of Adjustment
C15-07-0045
3211 Bridle Path
Owner: Bob Silverman
Applicant: Jim Bennett

MAYFIELD PARK/COMMUNITY PROJECT

If you haven’t counted peachicks in awhile, or ever, visit Mayfield Park 
after the WANG meeting and take a look at the newest offspring and their par-

ents.  (Right next door to Laguna Gloria Art Museum)

Take a docent led tour of Mayfield Park and receive information about the
flora, fauna, fossils and fish. Fall dates are:

September 29th,
October 13th and 27th, 

November 10th and 24th.
Saturdays at 9:30 a.m. 

Questions? 
Please call 467-1868

Want to experience working in the gardens with other volunteers? Show up on
the 2nd Saturday morning of the month from 10 to noon. Tools available

We now have a Capital Improvement Fund. Would you like to help?
Ongoing  projects:  Ball moss removal and cottage sunporch restoration  

Mail your contribution to:
Mayfield Park/Community Project

2704 Macken Street
Austin, Texas 78703
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Adjustment allowed reconsideration
of the variance requests.  After discus-
sion, the Board voted to deny all
requests.

1708 Exposition
Owner:  Lynn and Louis Renaud

Louis Renaud presented plans to add
two open carport structures to their
home which currently has no garage,
carport or covered parking.  One of
the structures would require a vari-
ance due to an incursion in the front
setback.  WANG thanked the
Renauds for discussing their plans
and recommended that they meet
with their neighbors to garner support
prior to going forward with the vari-
ance request.  Additionally, it was
suggested they confirm that the
impervious cover would remain with-
in limits given the additional hard-
scape.

3300 Maywood Circle
Applicant:  Richard Miscoe

Richard Miscoe discussed plans to
improve garage access for his client
by both adding on to the structure
and rotating the access point to a cur-
rent side wall.  Tollett noted that we
would need specific descriptions of
any variances being sought prior to
voting.

Neighborhood Planning:

Jewiss noted the next meeting for our
Central West Austin Combined
Neighborhood Planning is scheduled
for Thursday, September 13, 2007,
6:30-9:00 pm, Beverly Hall at the
Sanctuary, 2600 Exposition
Boulevard.  

New Business:

Harris noted that WANG’s Annual
Social will be help on Saturday,
October 13th, 2007 at Laguna Gloria
from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:26.

Do  

Doug Gorton Professional Painting

512.799.8384 

• Home maintenance is important. Houses need regular care to stay in good

shape.

• Save money and have peace of mind, knowing your house is well maintained. 

• We have a safe, simple and effective way to do this:

• Hand Wash house with soft brushes and mild solution to remove dirt and mildew.

• Clean all windows and screens. Repair any windows or screens that are

damaged.

• Check all caulking at column bases, window sills, etc. - stop water damage!

• Check and replace any bad wood. Do any stucco repair needed.

• Do any touch up painting, door re-finishing or deck maintenance.

• We can also clean your gutters or garage, and do any general yard cleanup also.

Call today to get on our schedule, and keep your home looking great.

Make checks payable to WANG
and mail to:

WANG
P.O. Box 5722

Austin, TX 78763-5722

� Yes, I want to join WANG.
� I want to renew my WANG 
membership.

I have enclosed:
� $20 household membership
� $10 student/senior membership

Date
_________________________________
Name
_________________________________
Address
_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________
Phone
__________________Fax____________

Email____________________________

Join WANG


