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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
STATE OF THE
NEIGHBORHOOD AND ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL MEETING
As is customary each year before the
annual meeting, WANG distributes The
Neighbor to all residents within WANG’s
boundaries, which are west of the MoPac,
north of Lake Austin Boulevard, east of
Lake Austin, and south of 35th Street. On
October 20, 2001, 10:00 a.m., WANG
will hold its Neighborhood Social at Reed
Park. This Annual Meeting will consist of
reporting on the affairs of the association,
electing new members to the executive
committee, adopting new bylaws and
other resolutions necessary for recognition
as a Texas Uniform Unincorporated
Nonprofit Association, and taking other
actions that may arise in the course of
deliberating on these issues. This year the
social will be full of family fun, with a petting zoo, representatives from the Fire
Department, Austin Police Officer District
Representative Tim Atkinson, Lt. Col. John
Stanford with Camp Mabry, Susan Web
with the Humane Society Mobile
Adoption Unit, bagels, and Jimjim’s Water
Ice.
As you may recall, the ExComm has discussed considering the creation of a legal
entity within which the West Austin
Neighborhood Group would operate.
WANG exists much like a partnership and
as with partnerships, the partners are
exposed to potential liability. I have recommended a conversion into a Texas Uniform
Unincorporated Non-profit Association
(TUUNA). This would be a tax-free event
and we would keep our existing tax identification number, bank accounts, etc. A
TUUNA is treated as a separate legal entity
as opposed to an aggregate of individuals. A
TUUNA is permitted to acquire, hold, and
transfer property, in its own name; the
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authority to sue and be sued as an entity;
and the contract and tort liability of the officers and members of the nonprofit association. A person is not liable for tortious acts
or omissions of a member or other person,
tortious acts or omissions of the TUUNA, or
a breach of the TUUNA’s contract merely
because the person is a member, is authorized to participate in the management of
the affairs of the nonprofit association, or is
a person considered to be a member by the
nonprofit association.)) The bylaws I have
drafted have some additional features that
are not included in the current bylaws.
These features include the positions of past
president and president elect to ensure a
smooth transition with new leadership, one
year terms with three year term limits for
officers, and formalizing the committees
currently in place, to name a few. We will
discuss these issues at the September 10th
meeting, and any decisions made will
require the approval of the members at the
annual meeting in October. The by laws
may be reviewed under “What’s New” on
the website or by requesting a copy from
me.
YEAR IN REVIEW
First, I would like to thank all the
Executive Committee Members for their
dedication and hard work this year. With
their involvement, WANG has been able
to continue its role as an effective neighborhood advocate and watchdog. Blake
Tollett as Chair of the Zoning Committee
and Erik Carey as a member of the committee have done an impressive job in the
very time consuming and technically challenging role of monitoring neighborhood
variance requests. Linda Dickens has been
amazing as Editor of the newsletter, receiving a national award for the publication.
Ian Inglis has put in hours of time on
MoPac issues and as WANG’s representative to MoNAC has represented us well.
continued on pg 2

Be sure to visit our website at http://www.deepeddy.com/wang!

A
Now, more than ever,
is the time to consider
a membership in WANG

—Teri McCarthy, Owner
McCarthy Print Inc.
I804 Chicon #I06 • Austin, TX 78702 • 5I2.479.8938 • 5I2.494.8540 fax • imccarthyprint@austin.rr.com
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The determination and persistence of Irwin Spear and Susan
Pascoe have put WANG in a position to pursue Historical
District designation for parts of West Austin. Selina Serna and
Mike Cannantti have strategically and aggressively pursued
opportunities for adding sidewalks to busy neighborhood
streets. James Allman continued his efforts as Membership
Chair and has stayed on top of City officials every step of the
way to ensure the neighborhood emergency medical station
was approved by City council and that its completion remains
on schedule. Balie Griffith and Joyce Basciano have been
invaluable liaisons to adjacent neighborhood associations and
citywide interest groups. Chris Garrigues has been generous
in hosting WANG’s website and providing technical support.
Gwen Jewiss did a great job of assisting on the Neighborhood
Planning Committee and in recording the minutes of our
meetings. Sara Madera provided valuable insight in dealing
with school issues, traffic and issues involving the real estate
market. Without a doubt, my job as President has been easier
and much more enjoyable because of their involvement.
The year started with the passage of a Proclamation introduced by Council Member Beverly Griffith recognizing
Blake’s four years of service as President. As the new
President, I had several goals for the year. First, to ensure that
there were strong lines of communication between all neighborhood residents (not just members) and WANG. This has
been accomplished through our amazing newsletter put
together each month by Linda and the wonderful team at
McCarthy Print; through WANG’s website (http://
www.deepeddy.com/wang) which offers information about
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
Take care of your neighborhood! Send in this membership
form or call Blake Tollett at 477-4028. Please take forms to
your friends and neighbors and ask them to join WANG. An
active membership will be a strong voice that’s heard when
critical issues are debated.

☞

Belonging to a group of people with a common neighborhood interest is just a baby step
towards unification as a nation. A good friend
of WANG reminded me of a simple, yet longlost thought… “a bundle of sticks is hard to
break, but if you separate them individually,
they snap easily.” Thanks for the reminder,
Blake!

WANG, neighborhood resources, neighborhood schools and
parks, and libraries; and through our monthly ExComm and
committee meetings. Second, to implement new organizational structures that allow greater flexibility for WANG at an
operational level and more legal protection to both the
ExComm and Members. Last, to aggressively pursue opportunities for sidewalks on the busiest neighborhood streets. With
the dedication and commitment of the ExComm members, I
am proud to say that we have succeeded in all three areas.
The following are other areas of interest from this year:
• Membership and Finances - WANG currently has approximately 371 members. Membership dues remain at $20 a
household. We have $2,184.60 in our checking account;
$4,572.20 in the savings account; and $1,190.11 in the Oak
Wilt account.
• Camp Mabry - The impact the terrorist attacks have had
will extend to another part of our lives. As everyone can
understand, after the terrorist attacks, the Department of
Defense (DOD) instituted a heightened state of security, which
translates to restricted access to the Camp. Lt. Colonel John
Stanford, at the Request of General James, wanted to inform
the neighborhood of the expected changes. Effective immediately, only individuals with proper identification and business
on the Camp will be granted access. Also, DOD has required
that the Camp construct a standard fence around its perimeter.
As a result, the west side, which is not currently fenced, will
soon have a seven-foot cyclone with barbed wire, as seen on
other parts of the Camp. A survey will be obtained and the
fence will go in 10 feet from the property line. This will completely cut off the Camp to the neighbors. General James will
be notifying the Camp’s immediate neighbors by letter. The
Colonel expressed regret over the new conditions. This will
create tremendous traffic issues around Pecos, Balcones,
Exposition, Mopac, and 35th. The Army will open two gates,
and currently only two gates, on 35th Street for Camp Mabry.
From time to time they will inspect every vehicle arriving and
departing. When and to the degree this affects WANG, APD
and our District Representative Officer Tim Atkinson will
attempt to assist with traffic.
• Sidewalks - Capital Metro is in the process of planning
much needed sidewalk improvements in our neighborhood.
The improvements will follow Bus Routes 9 and 21/22, and
construction is tentatively scheduled to begin in April, 2002.
Increased traffic on major thoroughfares such as Exposition
and Enfield makes it essential for pedestrian safety to have
sidewalks on both sides of those streets. Capital Metro was
also concerned with upgrading accessibility to many bus stops
in order to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
However, we understand the need to balance the safety and
convenience of all neighborhood residents with the wishes of
the property owners and so invite public comment on these
proposals. In addition, we will contact property owners personally to inform them of the proposed sidewalk on their
property and provide an opportunity to express opinions.
Location of proposed sidewalks will be discussed at WANG’s
November meeting.
• Dill Elementary - On August 27, the AISD Board approved
the sale of the property on which Dill Elementary School is

❏ Yes, I want to join WANG.
❏ I want to renew my WANG membership.
I have enclosed:
❏ $20 household membership
❏ $10 student/senior membership
Date _________________________________
Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Phone__________________Fax____________
Email__________________________________
Make checks payable to WANG
and mail to:
WANG
P.O. Box 5722
Austin, TX 78763-5722
The Annual Neighbor
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Zoning Updates
Tarrytown United Methodist Church
(TUMC) 2601 Exposition The Church and

WANG sought to balance the desire of
the Church to expand its facilities to
accommodate its membership and ministry with the desire of the Tarrytown
neighborhood to retain its residential
character. What both sides were trying to
avoid was the acrimonious and negative
situation surrounding expansions of
established houses of worship into established neighborhoods, as has occurred in
other parts of the City. As the matter now
stands, TUMC has City permission to
expand on the main campus under its
current zoning of SF-3; impervious cover
limits on the main campus will be
relaxed due to a site plan filed in the
1950’s which supercedes the current
impervious cover rules; the two Churchowned lots on Spring Lane just east of the
main campus will be sold for residential
SF-3 development; and the houses
owned by TUMC at 2609 Greenlee Drive
and 2529 Exposition Boulevard will be
taken down and replaced by a single
story religious/administrative building—
this expansion under the land’s current
zoning category of SF-3 will be allowed
if the religious component exceeds 51%
of the building’s use. Although no formal
writing was executed between the
Church and the neighborhood, the many
months of negotiations were not wasted
effort. A forum/process was established
under which all parties could in good
faith discuss their concerns and desires
(e.g., WANG supported the Church’s
variance request for offsite parking and
the Church agreed to run its shuttle buses
on the perimeter of the main campus).
WANG thanks Tarrytown United
Methodist Church, and especially Brad
Cummins, for being good neighbors.
510 Atlanta: This case began in the
Spring of 2000 when this tract of land
(zoned SF-3, residential) was purchased
for development. The only structure on
the tract was the Gustave Johnson home;
the Johnson family were prominent residents/developers of the Deep Eddy area
and this home was built in 1904.
Because of the home’s dilapidated condition, the developer applied for a demolition permit, and this application triggered a review by the City’s Historic
Preservation Officer. It was determined
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that the house merited preservation, and
due to economic constraints, the City
and developer sought to move the house
one lot south and rezone that lot, and the
house, LO-MU-H (local office, mixed,
historic). The immediate residents wanted the tract to remain residential and
asked WANG for help. In WANG’s current Neighborhood Plan under the Land
Use section, a stated goal is to “preserve
the viability of single family neighborhoods, particularly in areas where high
traffic volumes and more intensive land
uses threaten the character of the neighborhood”. Stated objectives under this
goal are “(1) to prohibit piecemeal or
spot zoning, (2) to prohibit the use of past
nonresidential zoning as justification for
further intrusions into residential areas…
existing nonresidential uses should not
be considered to set a precedent, and (3)
to limit new, local retail zoning to Lake
Austin Boulevard and 35th Street East of
MoPac”. The neighbors organized their
opposition to any zoning change other
than residential, historic, and convinced
the Planning Commission to override the
City Staff recommendation. A valid petition against the zoning change was submitted and verified by the City, and the
zoning change request was withdrawn
before Council could consider it. To preserve the house, the developer will be
allowed to move it to another neighborhood where it will be zoned historic. I
would like to thank Dudley Houghton,
past Zoning Chair, and Lidia Agraz of the
Deep Eddy area for their outstanding
contributions to the neighborhood.
New Cases: Reported below are zoning
change requests and variance requests
which, after review by the Executive
Committee, were voted to be opposed by
WANG.
3315 Windsor: Applicant sought two
variances from the Board of Adjustment
(B of A): (1) to decrease the east property
line side yard setback from 5 feet to 1
foot, and (2) to increase the maximum
impervious cover on the lot from 45°%
to 54%. At the B of A meeting on 9
October 2000 applicant withdrew his
variance request on the side yard setback
and was denied unanimously on his
request to increase impervious cover. The
Board found there to be no hardship to
applicant because the structures and
driveways necessitating the variances
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had not yet been built.
3701-3705 Gilbert: Applicant requested
a variance to increase the maximum
allowable height of a solid fence from 6
feet to 8 feet along the property line (the
Land Development Code states that a
solid fence constructed along a property
line may not exceed an average height of
six feet or a maximum height of 7 feet).
At the B of A meeting on 11 December
2000, the vote was 3 to 2 to deny the
request. NOTE: With the appropriate setback, contiguous neighbors can agree to
the building of an 8 foot solid fence
between their properties.
2206 W. 11th: Applicant requested a
variance to decrease the minimum rear
yard setback requirement from 10 feet to
5 feet along the north property line in
order to maintain an addition (deck and
steps) for an existing residence. At the B
of A meeting on 12 March 2001 the variance request was denied.
2210 Sunny Slope: Applicant requested
a variance to decrease the minimum
front street setback from 25 feet to 17 feet
in order to maintain an addition to an
existing single family residence. At the B
of A meeting on 14 May 2001 the variance request was denied on a 3 to 2 vote.
On reconsideration at the 11 June 2001
B of A meeting, applicant amended their
variance request to a maximum 4 feet
encroachment and agreed to remove the
excess. This variance request was
approved 5 to 0 with no comment by
WANG.
2207 Lake Austin Boulevard: The applicant sought two variances from the B of
A: (1) to increase the maximum impervious-coverage from 60% to 75% (80%
existing) in order to allow a second story
addition to an existing office in an NO
(neighborhood office) zoning district,
and (2) to decrease the minimum front
street setback from 25 feet to 14.2 feet
(existing building setback) in order to
allow a second story addition to an existing office use in an NO zoning district.
At its 2 July 2001 meeting, the ExComm
of WANG voted to not comment on the
second variance request as the building
front street setback was “grandfathered”,
but voted to oppose the impervious coverage variance. Applicant withdrew their
requests at the 11 June 2001 B of A meeting.

continued from pg 2

located to A&D Development. It is our
understanding that the property was sold
for roughly $1,500,000 and is to have six
luxury town homes. The date for closing
the sale has not been set due to delays in
the readiness of the school to which the
Dill students will be transferred.
• Tarrytown Center – WANG has been
successful in establishing a relationship
with Ms. Daniels and property management. WANG has provided input on the
types of services it believes will be beneficial to the community. These ideas
include a vegetarian restaurant like West
Lynn Café, a farmer’s market on the
weekends, a smoothie shop, and possibly an exercise facility of some sort.
Recently 3 Muses and a mail service center opened, and it is our understanding
that a dance studio and hair salon are
other potential tenants.
• Reed Park - Friends of Reed Park
have won a grant from the Austin Parks
Foundation to support pruning the four
live oak trees at the bend of the creek by
the low water bridge. In addition, they
plan to plant two new trees to (eventual-

ly) provide shade in the play area. Both
volunteers and additional donations will
be needed to make this project happen
over the next few months. Please contact
Ann Phipps at 472-3199 for more information.
• National Recognition - WANG has
received the prestigious Clarion Award,
presented by the Association for Women
in Communications. The award is given
to professional communicators to recognize excellence in communications.
WANG was selected for its work in producing The Neighbor, our primary way of
maintaining communications with its
members. As you know, The Neighbor is
distributed to members monthly and
annually to every resident within
WANG’s boundaries. This was the first
time that WANG has been honored on a
national level. The award was presented
on August 3rd in Baltimore. A significant
amount of time and energy is spent in
maintaining The Neighbor. We could not
do it without Linda Dickens and the staff
of McCarthy Print, who do a terrific job
with both the creative and substantive
aspects of the newsletter.

• Grande Communication – At the
September meeting, representatives from
Grande Communication came to inform
the neighborhood of its planned activities. Grande intends to deliver analog
and digital cable, local and long distance
telephone and high speed Internet access
services to Austin. Grande has obtained
approval from the City to run cable lines
through the neighborhood, which may
require tree trimming and the placement
of a box within the City’s easement.
Some residents will receive the box on
their property, and Grande representatives indicated that they may have some
flexibility on placement. Ida Hinojosa is
the community liaison (873-7755).
• Getting Involved – WANG welcomes
individuals who are looking to get
involved in neighborhood issues through
one of the committees. Issues include
sidewalks, historical district designation,
MoPac, zoning, membership, newsletter,
and acting as a liaison with community
groups and governmental bodies.
Hal Katz
hkatz@hwlaw.com

Brian Alesi Barnegate Light
DAVIS GALLERY is dedicated to promoting emerging and established
local and regional artists.We hope to serve as a setting for contemplation and
conversation through ﬁne contemporary art.
DAVIS FRAMING provides the creative design, attention to detail and
personal service you have come to expect from 20 years in Austin. Our move
from Tarrytown has expanded our space, offering more framing choices to
ﬁt your needs.

8 3 7 W E S T 1 2 T H AU S T I N , T E X A S 7 8 7 0 1
T E L : 5 1 2 - 4 7 7 - 4 9 2 9 FA X : 5 1 2 - 4 7 7 - 6 0 8 6

Blake Tollett
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Minutes of ExComm Meeting
September 10, 2001
Members Present: James Allman, Joyce
Basciano, Michael Cannatti, Erik Cary,
Linda Dickens, Chris Garrigues, Balie
Griffith, Gwen Jewiss, Hal Katz, Ian
Inglis, Sara Madera, Irwin Spear, Blake
Tollett, Susan Pascoe, Selina Serna, new
ExComm member Joe Bennett.
Guests: Mary Arnold, Roberta Crenshaw,

Ernest & Jacqueline Blansfield, Blake
Hawthorne, Wendy Harvel, Paul &
Nancy Lewis, Libby Malone, Ida
Hinojos, Angie Escamilla
Grande Communications
Representatives
from
Grande
Communications provided an overview
of the work they will be doing throughout Austin to establish a new fiber network for communications, cable, and
Internet services. The fiber paths will
follow the existing telephone and electrical utility lines (overhead, on poles, in
West Austin). Prior to installing the fiber,
workers will trim trees as necessary. All
neighbors should be on the lookout for
installation notices in their area. It was
noted that tree-trimming negotiations

would be handled on a case-by-case
basis. ExComm members requested that
tree trimming hours be adjusted from the
proposed 7:30 – 4:30 to a later start time.
An 8:00 start time would be in keeping
with the hours generally respected by
other Contractors working in the neighborhood. Besides the tree trimming, a
percentage of the residents will have a
utility box located on their property,
within the existing utility easements. A
special task force will address concerns
of homeowners who do not wish to have
the boxes on their property; possibly,
Grande Communications will offer a discount to those residents who have the
boxes located on their property.
Sandy Beach
Mary Arnold made a presentation and
asked for WANG’s support in denying the
Zoning Change Request put forth by
Lumberman’s for the proposed development of the Sandy Beach property. It was
confirmed that the development already
was grandfathered with a 120’ height
restriction. This is taller than the 100’
height restriction set by the more recently established Waterfront Overlay, which

is governing the majority of the projects
between this project and Congress
Avenue. Members expressed concern
that if this change were granted it would
set a precedent for others to follow.
Furthermore, since this project falls within the "CURE" redevelopment zone
established, reduced parking is also possible. Ms. Arnold presented a map indicating the CURE area and the pertinent
underway or potential projects. She
noted that none of the other projects had
used the CURE status to request additional building height. They had taken
advantage of the reduced parking
allowed.
The Board unanimously voted to
authorize the President to write a letter to
City Council supporting the OWANA
position in opposition of the 180’ height
proposed in the zoning change request.
Zoning Issues
3309 Cherry - The Zoning Chair and the

property owners, Blake Hawthorne and
Wendy Harvel explained that what started as remedial work to replace dry rot
and insect damage on a garage structure
continued next page

J. Pinnelli Company
General Contractor

Janis and Joe Pinelli
P.O. Box 50038
Austin, Texas 78763
The Annual Neighbor
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Casis Elementary News
Hopefully you have noticed the positive
changes at Casis this school year. It was
exciting to start the year without ongoing
construction, without asphalt and portables covering the lower field, and without
the prospect of moving classrooms in a
few months. It is wonderful to walk
through the sparkling hallways and classrooms, to enjoy our new landscaped
campus with fresh green grass and flowers, and to know that we can focus our
energies on student learning.
Casis is celebrating another record
year in terms of academic achievement.
Our students and teachers again earned
Exemplary status from the Texas
Education Agency based on their scores
on the Texas Assessment of Academic
Skills (TAAS) test. Casis also earned
additional recognition for its performance in reading and math as compared
to schools with similar demographics
throughout the state.
Along with exceptional academic
performance, Casis students continue to
shine in many other areas. For example, the fifth grade Student Leadership
Club includes more than 70 students –
approximately three-fourths of the fifth
grade class. Their mission is to provide
school and community service, as well
as build school spirit. The Student
Leadership Club recently sponsored the
Casis Cares coin drive to raise funds for
the American Red Cross September
11th Relief Fund. More than $2500
was collected in one week. Letters
were also written and mailed to firefighters, police officers and fellow students in New York and Washington.
Austin Police Department Launches
311 Telephone System
On September 17, 2001, the Austin
Police Department launched the 3-1-1
non-emergency telephone system, a
toll-free telephone number that allows
people within the city limits to request
police services in non-emergency situations. Call 3-1-1 to report incidents and
situations that are non-emergencies,
non-life threatening or not currently in
progress, or to request information from
APD. Highly-trained police call takers
answer all 3-1-1 calls. APD’s goal is to
answer all calls for service in a timely
and effective manner and to provide the
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This year, Casis is also implementing a
new social skills curriculum as part of
our guidance and counseling program.
Parents are the primary instructors of the
program, which is entitled Second Step.
It is a research-based and award-winning program, designed to build children’s social skills and self-esteem by
giving her/him tools to solve everyday
problems, resulting in a more positive
and productive classroom environment.
At Casis, we strive for that delicate
balance between challenging students
academically and meeting their social
and emotional needs; between striving
for high standards for every child and
meeting the unique individual needs of
each student. We can only hope to
accomplish this goal through the outstanding support we receive from our
Parent Teacher Association and volunteers.
The Casis school community is
unusual. The positive partnership
between staff, students, and parents
creates opportunities – for student
learning, for professional growth of staff
members, and for parent involvement –
that are not available in many other
schools. We welcome new families to
West Austin to visit Casis and see what
we have to offer. We invite all interested community members to make time
for a young person by volunteering to
be a Reading Buddy or assist in some
other way at school. Please call Barry
Aidman, principal, at 414-2062 or
Barbara
Klitch,
PTA Volunteer
Coordinator, at 322-0526, for further
information.
—Dr. Barry Aidman, Principal
appropriate response in all instances.
Call 9-1-1 to report life-threatening
incidents—crimes that are in progress
and all serious or violent crimes.
The Police Department’s seven-digit
non-emergency number (974-5750)
remains in service, although most
callers will find it easier to use 3-1-1.
Calls received through the seven-digit
number are answered by 3-1-1 call takers. For additional information about 31-1, e-mail apd311@texas.net or
crime@texas.net, or call Austin Police
Department, Public Information Office,
974-5017
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may be used to determine which areas
are the best candidates for recognition.
The next phase of research will need to
be done through records at the courthouse.
Liaison Committee
James Allman noted that the EMS construction contract has been awarded.
The completion date target is March of
2002.
Transportation Committee
Ian reported that there would be a
CAMPO stakeholders meeting on
September 29th. Details to be posted to
the MONAC web distribution list.
Membership Committee
James reported that the new membership forms are still in the process of
being revised.
Neighborhood Plan
Hal Katz noted that the Ad Hoc
Committee did not meet this month. He
will schedule meetings with the
Brykerwoods and Pemberton neighborhood representatives.
Treasurer’s Report
Ian Inglis reported that there is
$2184.60 in checking, $4572.20 in savings, $1190.21 in Oak Wilt funds. The
current membership stands at 361 members.
Minutes
The previous minutes were corrected
to include Irwin Spear as an attendee;
several additional minor changes were
approved, as well.
By-Laws
Hal distributed copies of the proposed
modifications to the By-Laws to everyone. He noted that the revisions incorporate the core pieces of the original
document while providing a new structure that relieves individual ExComm
members of liability for ExComm
actions. All members are to review and
send their comments to Hal.

Minutes prepared by Gwen Jewiss
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ARCHITECTURE & CONSTRUCTION

When was the last time you had fun at
your own party? Let us create an Elegant,
Affordable Dining experience.
From Gourmet To Go
To Full Service Events
We’ll bring the restaurant to you!

FRED ROBINSON
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
ARCHITECTURE & CONSTRUCTION

phone : 512/441-0111
www.prairierockcatering.com

ADAPTIVE REUSE & NEW CONSTRUCTION
512.469.0099
FRDSinc@AustinTexas.com
- S ERVING A USTIN S INCE 1984 TBAE Lic #9794 ❖ FRDS, I NC .
P.O. Box 7681 ❖ Austin, TX. 78713

CITY OF AUSTIN PLANNING NEW
UTILITY LINES FOR WEST AUSTIN

The City of Austin Water and
Wastewater Utility is continuing design
on the Taylor Slough and Taylor Branch
lift stations. The Taylor Slough lift station
will be renovated to reflect current
TNRCC and City of Austin standards. A
new force main will be constructed
along Scenic Drive to redirect flows to
the Taylor Branch drainage area. The
Taylor Branch lift station located adjacent to the southeast edge of Mayfield
Park will be completely relieved and
demolished. In place of the Taylor
Branch lift station, a new gravity relief
interceptor will be constructed to carry
wastewater flows from the Taylor Slough
and Taylor Branch drainage areas to a
connection at the Crosstown tunnel. The
connection to the 84-inch diameter
Crosstown tunnel will probably be made
in the area along 35th street and
Balcones Drive. The exact construction
footprint has not been determined at this
time.
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The City of Austin Project Manager,
Yvonne Gil Vallejo, and the Design
Engineer, Thonhoff Consulting Engineers
Inc., have as part of the project team Dr.
J. Lyndon Rosenblad, who is an expert in
geotechnical and tunneling design. Dr.
Rosenblad, along with the project team,
have reviewed several options to construct the connection to the Crosstown
tunnel.
The Taylor Branch design is 80% complete, while the Taylor Slough design is
50% complete. Both projects are on
track for construction to begin August
2002, and will be complete by June
2003.
The project team will resume its public
meetings when the project design nears
the 90% completion period. In the interim, questions and comments may be
addressed by calling the Public
Involvement Office at 448-4459 or the
City of Austin Project Manager at 3222811.
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
Yvonne Gil Vallejo, EIT, 322-2l811
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Austin Recreation Center 2001-2002
The Austin Recreation Center located at
1301 Shoal Creek (12th /Lamar) offers a
variety of activities for youth and adults. The
center is open Monday - Friday 7:30am10:30pm, Saturday 9am-4pm, and Sunday
12:30pm-5pm.
Youth activities include flag football, basketball, after school programs,dance, karate,
c-day camps, holiday camps, spring break
camps, and summer day camps. Adult activities include jazzercise, aerobics, weight
room,yoga, karate, volleyball leagues, capoeria, afro-haitian dance and more.
ARC News:
Jazzercise will be celebrating its 20th
anniversary at the Austin Recreation Center
on Saturday, January 26th. The center is
looking for energetic individuals or community business leaders to be on our advisory
board.
Please stop by and check out your local
recreation center! Please park in the circle
as parking is by permit only. For more information on our classes, special events, and
workshops, call 476-5662.
Cindy Wade, Program Supervisor
Austin recreation Center
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had expanded due to the extent of the
damage to the point where the COA
inspectors had issued a stop work order.
The existing garage, which is to be rebuilt
‘in kind,’ does not meet the current setback requirements. The adjacent neighbors have not opposed the reconstruction along the original lines. There was a
unanimous vote to ‘not oppose’ the variance request.
714 Wayside - Ernest & Jacqueline
Blansfield offered their reasons for requesting a variance to decrease the side yard
setback from 15’ to 0’. The original 1940’s
house was constructed with an encroachment resulting in the current 10’ setback.
WANG ExComm members expressed concern and inquired as to the proposed setback at the wraparound porch. The
dimension was indicated on the drawings,
and no one present was sure what was
being proposed. In response, the homeowners stated that the current request is
only for the proposed dining room addition. Plans for a wraparound porch are to
be submitted separately. They also agreed
to reduce the size of the porch so as not to
encroach into the front yard setback. On a

The Annual Neighbor

divided vote, the motion to oppose the
variance request failed.
Communications Committee
Linda noted that plans for the expanded
The Annual Neighbor newsletter are going
well. Final determinations of the contents
to be made this week. She reiterated that
the printers need to have all newsletter
input prior to the 15th of each month.
Linda reviewed the Neighborhood
Social task list and encouraged all to
report on the status of their tasks this
week. The ExComm members agreed to
serve bagels rather than breakfast tacos at
the social. Upon Blake’s suggestion,
ExComm agreed that there should be an
informal meeting on October 1st to distribute yard signs and to do a last report
on task status.
Officers
Sara Madera reported that she would
be giving up her ExComm position.
Everyone thanked Sara for her years of
service to WANG. Sara suggested Emily
Covich as an appropriate replacement as
she is also a realtor.
Chris Garrigues also is stepping down
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from the ExComm after years of dedicated service. Current ExComm members
have invited Joe Bennett to join. Both
have been attending the Board meetings.
Sidewalks
Selina Serna reported that last week
she had walked the Bus Rte. #9 areas
slated for improvements with a
CapMetro representative. She noted that
CapMetro has slated more areas for
improved than originally presented to the
ExComm. The previous presentation had
encompassed the inbound route only
and additional improvements will be
along the outbound route. Two additional areas to receive sidewalks include
Exposition from 1502 to 2104 and on
Windsor
between
Schulle
and
Rockmoor. WANG will discuss the proposed sidewalks with the affected homeowners. There will not be any sidewalks
along the Bus Route #19 in this package.
Historic District
Susan Pascoe reported little progress
has occurred this month. The COA is
pulling the subdivision plats so that they
continued pg 9
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A Voice Among Us
After the events of the last week, I am writing to reach out to you as one human to
another. We have all been mortified by the
past week’s events and images that were
horrifying and incomprehensible.
I want you to consider that there was a
lot of good that happened all over the world
on Tuesday. Babies were born and people
were married and fell in love and achieved
successes. People pulled together and
focused more on the similarities of each
other as human beings and not splitting
apart because of their differences.
Healing is what we need now, the coming
together of two sides, or making whole.
We cannot feel hate and anger towards
anyone without feeling it ourselves. Using
our energy and our emotion, if we focus on
it, we attract more into our lives.
These are prime moments for all of us to
step up and play big. And then to play bigger still. To reach out and embrace those
that hate us, as hard as it is. It is our call to
reveal our spiritual magnificence.
Maybe now people will be less reserved
when it comes to becoming involved in
what’s happening around them.
Look at what this event has already done
to change our world. Look at what is not
being bickered about this week. Look at the

dialogue between nations that haven’t spoken in years.
I believe God was right there at 8:45 and
9:03 and the rest of the day. And I believe
God was there with every firefighter and
police officer and EMS worker. With coworkers helping complete strangers out of
the building. With every tale of survival,
every rescued person, every personal reflection on the lives that were lost and just how
much they meant to those around them.
The phone calls that make you break
down and cry. What did every single one of
them say? “I want you to know I love you. I
want to make sure that you know that I love
you. Tell the kids or Mom or Dad that I love
them.”
No one talked about all the things we talk
about every day. Is your loan going to close
on time? Did you take out the garbage? Did
you see what she was wearing?
Who would you call and what would you
say? Who needs to know that you love
them?
Who needs to know that you forgive
them?
That person, right there, that you just
thought of, are you willing to commit to
making that call?
Take someone you love or respect to
lunch or buy them flowers for no other rea-

son than it’s Tuesday. Have those conversations that you’ve been putting off until the
time is right or there’s enough money in the
bank or the thousand other excuses we have
for not speaking our hearts.
Have the conversations you would have if
you knew you only had 10 minutes left to
live. What would you say? What would you
let go of that you’ve been gnawing on for the
last 5 years? What would you want to do if
you knew this was the end of this life as you
know it?
Imagine how much love would be
released in this world all at once and what a
profound difference it would make in the
interactions of all people and nations if all
those calls were made.
I say that this is the too far that things have
to get to before people say that’s enough.
A lot of things this week don’t seem to
matter so much. Let’s take this opportunity
to keep it that way. That would be a much
more fitting memorial to the people that
died than any statue or art piece or lighting
of a candle.

Looking For A Place To Put Your Satellite Dish?
Satellite Dish

Time Warner Cable

• Satellite dishes call for up-front, out-of-pocket expenses –
plus, the additional cost of installation

• No extra equipment to buy, little to no monthly fees for

• When you own a satellite dish, it's yours to keep, fix, replace, and upgrade

with our on-time service guarantee

buy an additional receiver

• And, you have to pay extra for local channels.

• Fast, easy, low-cost installation by certified professionals
• No long-term contracts
• And, with Digital Cable you can get more than 275 channels, including

Plus, you don’t get all the local channels
that Time Warner Cable
provides

commercial-free, CD-quality Digital Music Channels, Pay-Per-View
Movie Channels and sports packages, and iCONTROL™, our new
Video-On-Demand service

• May require long-term programming contracts
to receive special rates

Satellite just doesn’t measure up.
Call now for our special offer!

485-6800

With love,
Walt Brewer
September 18, 2001
austinCRS@earthlink.net

timewarneraustin.com
Not all services available in all areas. Other restrictions may apply.

The team is coming to Austin on Monday, September 24,
and will spend the week touring the MoPac corridor, meeting
stakeholders, including neighborhood leaders and local transportation experts, and creating imaginative proposals for
MoPac's future. The special committee then will decide
whether to accept the technical team's proposals and if it does
will present the proposals to CAMPO at its October meeting on
October 8, for inclusion into the current TxDOT study. During
the technical team's week in Austin, Inglis and other neighborhood members will be informing the team of the numerous
neighborhood problems with the current state of MoPac and
with TxDOT's proposals for MoPac, as well as offering suggestions for improving MoPac and taking pressure off our neighborhoods. To stay informed about ongoing MoPac issues, join
the MoPac listserv named mopacnac by sending an email to
<mopacnac-subscribe@yahoogroups.com>.
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• Local customer service - available 24 hours a day, seven days a week

• To watch something different on another TV in your home, you have to

WANG treasurer and MoNAC member Ian Inglis has been
heavily involved in the neighborhood reaction to TxDOT's proposed dramatic changes to MoPac. The Capital Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization (CAMPO) members
appointed Inglis to a "special committee" that is investigating
neighborhood-friendly alternatives to the TxDOT proposals.
The committee has selected a technical team consisting of outof-state experts in the fields of transportation planning, highway design, community involvement, noise mitigation, urban
design and planning, and rail/highway joint use.
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additional outlets, and we'll upgrade your converter
at no charge
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Children’s Programs at
the Howson Library
Howson Library leads a range of library programs for a variety of
ages. The multi-talented Devo Carpenter leads storytimes for
babies, toddlers, preschoolers, and school age children.
We offer Lap Sit Storytime on Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m. This interactive event features activities for parent/adult caregivers with children 6-18 months old that encourage language development and
learning through stories, rhymes and music. Programs last about 15
minutes. Preregistration is not required.
Storytime for children of mixed ages, with accompanying adults,
takes place on Tuesdays at 11:15 a.m. and Wednesdays at 10:15
a.m. The 15 to 30 minute program includes stories, music, and
other activities.
Family Storytime is presented on the third Tuesday of each month
at 7:00 p.m. We’ve designed this 30 to 45 minute program for the
entire family. Wear your pajamas to these storytimes on September
18, October 16, November 20 and December 18.
This fall the Howson Library will host an After School Fun Club
for school age kids, five and older. Join us the first Tuesday of each
month, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m., for crafts, games, prizes, and more.
On October 2, the theme is Happy Birthday, Pooh, a birthday
party for our favorite bear.
November 6, features Pirates of the Library. Who knows what
treasure lies beneath, matey? Find out for yourself.
On December 4, we’ll be celebrating Holidays Around the
World.
Besides our organized storytimes, Howson Library always has
new books to explore for young and old. Please come check-out
what we have.
—Anita Fudell
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